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Editorial 





Those ‘Diaries’ 


THE recent discovery of the ‘Hitler Diaries’, subsequently shown to be forgeries, had the 
makings from the start of a major contribution to the worldwide nazi effort to whitewash 
the Hitler regime. It has yet to be established whether they were the work of a lone forger, 
or whether they were part of an elaborate scheme by former nazis, but certain aspects of 
the case which have come to light to date, strongly suggest the latter. 

Firstly, Stern journalist Gerd Heidemann seems to have had the germ of the notion that 
the diaries might exist, planted in his mind by senior ex-members of the SS who told him 
some three years ago that a plane carrying Hitler’s personal archive had crashed near a 
village in what is now East Germany. One of these, former SS General Karl Wolff later 
publicly expressed the view that ‘‘the search for the diaries cost millions, but it was worth 
every penny. Hitler never ordered the extermination of the Jews. This business has always 
blackened Hitler’s image and damaged the reputation of the German people. The diaries 
also cleared the reputations of people like myself. We were nationalists and idealists, not 
criminals’’. The lie to this extraordinary claim is given in Major David Spector’s letter, 
which we have published on page 6. 

The contacts which Heidemann exploited, or was exploited by, in his quest for the 
diaries, were later acknowledged by his wife, who told The Times (10.5.83), “‘He is a 
journalist, and when you write about nazis you talk to nazis. . . the nazis are just nice, old 
men living in South America now’. 

A central character in the public row surrounding the diaries was David Irving, the far- 
right author and self-styled leader of the putative British ‘New Right’. After vigorously 
denouncing the diaries as forgeries when their discovery was first announced he executed a 
quick about turn and pronounced them genuine only two days before German forensic 
scientists proved them to be fakes. It is noteworthy that ex-SS General Wolff’s observation 
that the diaries proved that Hitler knew nothing of the extermination of the Jews fits neatly 
with Irving’s own much publicised claim that Hitler was ignorant of the crimes of his 
subordinates. 

Equally intriguing were the revelations from Simon Weisenthal, that Stern’s publisher, 
Henri Nannen, had served during the war with an SS propaganda unit involved in 
‘psychological warfare’. Confidential allied documents are said to show that he was with 
the Waffen SS in Northern Italy in 1943-44 as a deputy group leader. His superior officer in 
the unit, SS Captain Hans Wedemann, also works for Sern. 

Many of the elements of this complicated ‘sting’ have yet to be clarified, but one simple 
fact remains: the ‘diaries’ are not the first attempt to revise history and cast Hitler in a less 
unpleasant light, and they will certainly not be the last. 


The prospect of a Conservative victory in the forthcoming general election, bringing with it 
the possibility of another five years of Conservative government led by Margaret Thatcher, 
is a depressing one. It is worrying not simply because of this government’s record over the 
last four years — the steep rise in cold war rhetoric, the further institutionalisation of 
racism through the Nationality Act, the curbs placed on trade union rights, and attempts, 
through the Police and Criminal Evidence Bill, now happily dropped, to curtail democratic 
liberties — but because the prospects for the future are even worse. There is no doubt that 
a major part of the decline into which extreme-right groups have been thrown over the last 
few years is directly related to the success of Thatcherism. Already, refugees from the nazi 
fringes are surfacing once again in the Tory Party as local council candidates and 
constituency activists, and the complexion of Conservative Party parliamentary candidates 
is now much more overwhelmingly right-wing. They have been attracted back by the 
ascendance of the far right within the party and Thatcher’s own implicit racism, her 
strident nationalism and her apparent designs to do something about ‘Law and order’. The 
Police and Criminal Evidence Bill may have been lost for this Parliament, but we can be 
sure that something very similar will be put before the next should the Conservatives win 
the election. 

Unlike some European countries, Britain has not witnessed the emergence of a ‘‘New 
Right” of any significance. The reason for this is simple — the Right already controls the 
Conservative Party and looks forward to another five years of restructuring Britain in its 
own backward-looking image. 

Most frightening of all, is the very real prospect of Norman Tebbit being made up to 
Home Secretary, bringing with him, as The Observer once said, ‘‘firm opinions about 
immigration, law and order, abortion and capital punishment expressed in language that 
would please Alf Garnett’’. After his public outburst some years ago about ‘Paki-bashing’, 
even the Sun was forced to conclude that ‘‘he has given a veneer of official acceptance to 
ugly slang which belongs on lavatory walls’’. 

We cannot say we have not been warned. 








DEMANDS for official action 
against the activities of Tony 
Malski in building what he calls a 
“revolutionary army’’ have 
followed his latest outburst in The 
European, the journal of his 
National Socialist Action Party, 
which declares that they will be 
buying “all types of guns and 
ammunition’’ to equip ‘‘an 
effective paramilitary army”. 
Already, Labour MP Joan Lestor has 
asked the Director of Public Prosecutions 
to investigate the dangerous antics of 
Malski and his associates, and a dossier on 
his activities, compiled by Searchlight, is 
amongst material submitted to the DPP. 


Paramilitary army 


The European makes no bones about 
Malski’s intentions in setting up a right- 
wing paramilitary army in Britain. The 
latest (April) issue contains a two-page 
article, signed ‘‘Strikeforce’’ and illustrated 
with a picture of a sniper’s rifle, which 
begins bluntly: ‘“‘For many years now 
parties, movements and individuals have 
tried to set up a paramilitary force capable 
of defeating the reds completely on the 
streets and when the time comes, in the 
field’. It goes on ‘‘there are small para- 
military groups up and down the country 
but they are small and not organised in such 
a way that people of the right can get the 
protection they need’’. 

What is needed, according to The 
European, is ‘‘All paramilitary groups to 
unite into a new organisation. . . a strongly 
organised military command”’ based on a 
decentralised cell structure, training in 
military fieldcraft that is ‘‘important to a 
revolutionary army’’, and recruitment of 
““ex-servicemen and active TA personnel’’. 

The “‘revolutionary army’’ would remain 
independent of any of the existing right- 
wing groups because, confesses The 
European, “‘our military activists will get 
any party banned and all their equipment 
confiscated by the government’, and 
because “no party has the people or the 
time .to organise a totally paramilitary 
force’’. 

Most ominous of all, however, is a 
section dealing with ‘‘Equipment and 
finance’, which announces that ‘The 
organisation must be self-supporting by 
regular subscriptions so equipment can be 
brought (sic) like mini-buses, combat 


‘MP DEMANDS PROBE 
INTO MALSKI’S “ARMY” 
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Above, Tony Malski, and right, his advice to NSAP members on obtaining gun licenses. 


clothing, all types of guns and ammunition, 
quality webbing, bergans etc. As time 
progresses land and businesses can be 
brought (sic) relating to the paramilitary, 
i.e. Army surplus stores, security firms, 
also youngsters should be helped to get into 
jobs that would help us, gun makers, full- 
time TA members looking after equipment, 
halls etc’’. 

It is no secret on the far right that Malski 
has for some time nurtured the ambition of 
building a nazi paramilitary force which 
could, amongst other things, move into 
volatile inner-city areas to provoke clashes 
between black youths and police. 

Almost two years ago he admitted to a 
Searchlight journalist that “‘the best idea is 
to move a couple of men into an area where 
there is a small riot. You can do more 
damage there with two men on their own 

.. we'll move our troops in where we 
think there will be a riot. Move your stuff in 
before — if not you’re going to have your 
trained men picked up. Our battle ain’t 
with the establishment or the police — the 
battle’s with the niggers. We don’t want to 
end up having a shoot-out with the police’. 


Detonators 


Only weeks before this startling admission, 
Malski had travelled to Paris where he 
collected a consignment of detonators from 
the flat of Yann Tran Long, a Vietnamese 
member of the French nazi group FANE, 
and one of FANE leader Mark 
Frederikson’s bodyguards. Had all gone as 
intended, these detonators would have been 
used in an attack on the Notting Hill 
Carnival, an attack which was only averted 
when the whole diabolical conspiracy was 
exposed in Searchlight. 


Just before Easter a year ago, he was 
involved in discussions with UDA officers 
and members of the National Socialist 
Party of the UK, about holding a full 
paramilitary training camp in North Wales. 
The camp went ahead, but Malski was 
frozen out after a series of security leaks for 
which he was blamed. 


Irving 


On his own admission, Malski has been 
involved with another nazi paramilitary 
enthusiast, ex-SAS soldier Ian Souter 
Clarence, whose home in Dorset was used 
recently to shelter alleged nazi terrorist 
suspects fleeing from West German police. 
Three years ago Malski was one of Souter 
Clarence’s ‘Unit’ which provided 
protection at meetings of the Clarendon 
Club addressed by David Irving. 


Waffen SS 


More recently he has been moving closer to 
the ‘old guard’ of the League of St George, 
who, it seems, are keen that his NSAP 
should become the ‘‘sharp end” of a 
revitalised nazi movement in which the 
League itself would provide the ideological 
drive. Already, articles have been appearing 
in The European, such as a lengthy and 
adulatory history of the Waffen SS, which 
bear all the hallmarks of having been 
written by members of the League. And, 
just as the League’s magazine League 
Review carries recruitment ads for the 
NSAP, so The European carries 
advertisements for League Review — the 
only other nazi journal advertised in its 
pages. 

continued over... 
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NF chief’s 


‘‘dual view”’ 
on bombing 
Synagogues 


A COUPLE of rather dated letters 
have recently come to hand which cast 
interesting light on the attitudes of 
certain well-known NF members 
towards attacks on Jewish synagogues. 

The most intriguing is a 1965 letter from 
Andrew Brons, currently NF chairman, to 
Francois Dior, then wife of National 


Socialist Movement leader Colin Jordan. 
Brons was at the time a member of the 
NSM. 


Andrew Brons. 


Not for Brons the course ranting of a 
Martin Webster, or John Tyndall’s manic 
adherence to the ‘Fuhrerprinzip’. No, as 
befits the academic that he was to become, 
Brons professes an even-handed ‘‘dual 
view’? on the question of burning down 
synagogues. 

Reporting back on a likely recruit Brons 
says ‘‘he mentioned such activities as 
bombing synagogues. On this subject I have 
a dual view, in that although I realise he is 
well-intentioned (our emphasis), 1 feel that 
our public image may suffer as a result of 
these activities’’. But, like the loyal fascist 
he is, Brons remains ‘‘open to correction on 
that point’’. 






As we noted in Searchlight 94, Malski’s 
outfit seem to have had little problem in 
“acquiring”’ stocks of electric typewriters 
and printing equipment with which to 
publish The European and large quantities 
of leaflets and stickers. Now, apparently, 
this has extended to a computer on which 
they plan to store information about 
““subversives’’. 

One of Malski’s lieutenants in building 
the NSAP’s ‘‘revolutionary army’ is 
Lewisham-based nazi and mortuary 
attendant Phil Kersey. Interestingly, all 
NSAP circulars and letters are signed P.K. 
Johnson. 
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15.6.655 


Dear lirs.Jdordan, 


ted the gentleman from Leeds whase 


to correction om this point. 


your “stop Soeskice' stickers. 


Above, Brons’ letter to Francois Dior; below 
right, letter from John Cook. 





A similar, if less refined view, albeit of a 
lower level of violence, comes from 
longstanding NF stalwart John Cook. Ina 
letter (right), Cook boasts of a new paint 
bomb with which he and others had caused 
damage to London synagogues in 1964. 
‘‘We did the synagogues in Balfour Rd, the 
main one in Beehive Lane, and a brand new 
one in Coventry Rd, all in Ilford, two 
bombs to each door, we made a fantastic 
mess. Jo Jones came and had a look at 
them with Ron Tear’’. 

Tear (‘‘I frankly admit that we are 
national socialists. We are extremists but 
time is extremely short’’) later distinguished 
himself by building a shrine to Hitler in his 
home, complete with nazi banner, dagger, 
bronze swastika and eagle. 

It is not clear whether Tear and Cook 
have now been converted to their later NF 
leader’s ‘‘dual views’’ on these matters. 


with reference to your letter of 25.6.65,Ihave contac— 
address you inecluieé . 







The impression that I got was that he was en 
enthusiastie nationalist and that he had ample manual support. He 
mentione d that he was intending to stand as a candidate in the 
newt parliamentary elections asainstSidney Silverman at Melson and 
Colme and that amother mmver of his group is to contest against 
Anthony Greenwood.Also,hawever,he mentioned such activities as bombing 
synagozwes.On this sueject ZI hawe a duel wiew,in that althargh TI 
realise We is well—intentioned,IT fee@ that our puelic image my suffer 


considerable damage as a result of these act.iwities.I am however opem 


I enclose a 5 /— postal order for a sample of 


Yours sincerely 


WB ra 



























AF... Brons 


John J. Cook 
56 Netley Road 
Ilford, 
Essex 
14.4.64 































Dear Gordon, 
... | don’t know if you have seen Jo 
Jones, but Andy and | have tried a new 
invention . . . as soon as it hits the door 
of a synagogue, it splits wide open and 
covers the door, and porch and all the 
surrounding area, it’s quiet, clean (s/c) 
safe but it’s terrifically effective. We did 
the synagogues in Balfour Rd, the main 
one in Beehive Lane, and a brand new 
one in Coventry Rd, all in Ilford, two 
bombs to each door, we made a 
fantastic mess of each door and 
surrounding area, Jo Jones came and 
had a look at them, with Ron Tear, but 
still the press kept it down as much as 
possible, still we got something, | 
enclose the small cutting. | have sent 
John Tyndall some new ideas for 
publicity around this area... 


Young Tories snub Proctor 


Ultra-right MP Harvey Proctor 
received an unexpected snub 
recently at the hands of the Greater 
London Young Conservatives. 


Proctor had been booked to speak 
at the GLYC conference at Worthing 
on 16 April, but was ‘phoned at the 
last minute by GLYC chairperson 
Martine Kushner, who told him that 
there would be no time on the 


agenda for him to address the 


gathering. 





But what galled Proctor most was 
that the YCs nevertheless found 
time to hear a lengthy speech from 
Mr Lev Parshin, a political councillor 
at the Soviet Embassy. 

Needless to say, these episodes 
were seized upon by the ultra-right 
faction of the Young Conservatives, 
who accused “wets and lefties’’ in 
the GLYC leadership of engineering 
the situation. 
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At the polls and on the streets 
Election farce for fascists 


AS we have come to expect, fascist candidates in the May council elections polled 
derisory votes in the few places where they dared to offer themselves to the electorate. 
The one exception was a 7.9% vote in Blackpool on an unusually low poll. 

The table below summarises their performance. In most other major cities there were 
no fascist candidates at all. In London there were no elections, other than a GLC by- 
election in a Tottenham ward, reported on this page. 


Number of 
candidates 






















Average 
% of poll 


Average 
vote 










4 66 0.8 
1 60 0.7 
3 41 0.8 
1 88 2.4 
2 64 1.8 
2 57 Ie} 
3 69 1.6 
1 79 






Anti-fascists spoil London NF 
election meeting 


menaced a woman protester. The Front’s 
main achievement was to collect £144, a 


Over 1,000 people turned out to protest 
outside a National Front pre-election 
rally in Tottenham, North London, on 
Tuesday 3 May. An equal number of 
police in riot gear clashed with the 
crowds who jeered and stoned the nazis 
as they arrived, resulting in 34 arrests 
and a number of nazis suffering head 
wounds. Martin Webster had earlier 
won a Court order to allow them the 
use of a local school despite protests 
from staff, pupils and the local 
Harringay Labour Council. The by- 
election was for a seat on the Greater 
London Council. 

Despite some very rough treatment of 
demonstrators by the police, and 
allegations that black and white prisoners 
were segregated in the cells, within the 
school itself the police took a more even- 
handed attitude, and insisted that the Front 
admit members of the public into the 
meeting. Webster was forced to address an 
audience of 40 nazis and the same number 
of anti-fascists, and could not be heard 
above the noise of the protesters. At one 
point the Front’s chief steward was 
threatened with arrest after he pushed and 


NF candidate Donnegan (left) with lan 
Anderson. 





small offering towards their desperate 
attempt to fill the Party’s coffers for the 
general election campaign. Accompanying 
Webster on the platform was the NF 
candidate John Donnegan who two days 
later polled a derisory 244 votes, whilst 
Labour retained the seat with over 2,000. 
The Front’s election agent was Ian 
Anderson who works on their paper 
National Front News. 

London anti-fascists saw the size of the 
counter-demonstration as a_ significant 
move in the right direction of countering 
any nazi activity on the streets in the run-up 
to a general election. 


200 ON LEEDS 
BNP MARCH 


JOHN Tyndall’s British National 
Party held a ‘St George’s Day’ march 
in Leeds on 23 April, the nearest 
Saturday to the anniversary of Hitler’s 
birthday. 

Attended by just over 200 people, the 
march went through the city centre led by 
drummers and the usual ‘colour party’. Not 
a single anti-immigration placard was to be 
seen, and the demonstrators concentrated 
on slogans about stopping imports and 
saving Yorkshire’s textile industry. Sticking 
to these themes they won some support 
from passers-by and shoppers. 

At the closing rally Tyndall devoted his 
speech to his now familiar obsession with 
the ‘Gay Front’. The moderate facade of 
the march was soon demolished by the 
other main speaker, Ray Hill from 
Leicester, who ranted about ‘‘a conspiracy 
to ruin our industry by international 
financiers’? — a nazi code phrase for Jews. 


Don Mudie. 


THE Conservative Party in 
Cleethorpes, Humberside, 
suffered an embarrassing mis- 
hap recently when one of its 
ward parties selected a former 
Column 88 leader as _ its 
candidate in the local council 
elections. 

The candidate was Don Mudie, 
who in 1975 was a central figure in 
attempts to establish ‘‘combined 
Operations’’ camps _ involving 
Column 88, the League of St George 
and some members of British 
Movement. Describing himself as 
‘co-ordinator and political director’ 
of Column 88, Mudie personally took 
responsibility for organising the 
camp, during which some League 
members were astonished to find 
themselves stopped at army-style 
road blocks, manned by Column 88 
personnel, on roads surrounding the 
site of the camp. Also involved were 
Les ‘Lutz’ Vaughan (‘Gumshoe’ to 
his friends), and Strangeways prison 
officer Brian Baldwin. In a 
confidential circular Mudie boasted 
that “this camp will involve a night 
exercise in co-operation with an 
element of the armed forces”. 

Mudie’s nazi activism dates back 
to the the 1950s and he has been 
involved with the pre-NF British 
National Party, Colin Jordan’s 
National Socialist Movement and 
the UK National Socialist Party. 
Later he joined the Irish-based 
National Socialist Party of the UK. 

When journalists questioned 
Mudie recently about his past 
activities he claimed that he had 
been a Home Office “double agent” 
and threatened D-Notices to prevent 
publication of the story. 

A Cleethorpes Conservative Party 
spokesperson told reporters “‘l 
would not like you to think that 
we're all country bumpkins up 
here”’. 

Mudie came bottom of the poll 
with just over 200 votes. 





Putting the record straight — letters Fleet St didn’t publish 


OBSERVER CHALLENGED OVER | 
WAR CRIMINAL 





ON 1 MAY, in its coverage of the row over the Hitler diaries, The 
Observer ran a major piece entitled ‘‘How a scoop turned sour’’. 
It was a pooled effort by a team of journalists, but included a sec- 
tion by Andrew Wilson about the involvement in the discovery if 
the ‘‘diaries’’ of former senior SS officers General Karl Wollff 
and Brigadefuhrer Wilhelm Moncke. These two first put Stern 
journalist Gerd Heidemann on the trail of the documents later to 
be exposed as forgeries. 

Included in this section of the article was the observation that 
“neither Wolff nor Moncke were hardline nazis, but 1920 
Friekorps officers, who, like many other nationalists joined the 
nazi bandwagon. After World War II Wolff was sentenced by a 
German court to 10 years in prison (partly commuted) for military 
irregularities’’. 

These astonishing claims prompted retired Major David Spec- 
tor to write to The Observer, detailing Wolff’s real history. His 
letter was not published, so we are reproducing it below: 


The Editor, 
The Observer. 


Dear Sir, 
In an article in your paper (May 1st) you describe SS-General Karl 
Wolff as not being a hard-line nazi. 

May | remind you that SS-Obergruppenfuhrer Karl Wolf was 
head of Himmler’s Staff and it was his duty to see that nazi 
policies were carried out. He was involved in medical experiments 
on human beings at Dachau and for the implementation of the 
“Final Solution”. Transport for the Final Solution had top priority 
even at times of military exigencies and the need for railway 
transport to move Jews to their death often competed with dire 
military needs. In July 1942 in connection with preparations for a 
forthcoming German military offensive a complete ban was put 
on non-military traffic in areas of Poland. Wolff intervened so that 
Jewish transportations to death could proceed, and was 
responsible for “a train with 5,000 Jews apiece leaving Warsaw via 
Malkinia for Treblinka every day: in addition twice weekly a train 


with 5,000 Jews from Premysl to Belzec”. It was his letter 
expressing ‘special joy that now 5,000 members of the Chosen 
Race are going to Treblinka every day” that was so damning in his 
trial by the Germans when he was arrested in 1962 following the 
furore produced by the Eichman trial. He squirmed and said he did 
not know what was going on at Treblinka but was found guilty 
and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment. 

After the Ardeantine Caves massacre in Rome, orders were sent 
by Kesselring to Wolff as the Supreme Head of the SS and Police 
in Italy for new reprisals against civilians for partisan activity in 
their areas. As a result thousands of Italian men, women and 
children perished and German troops given a clear incitement to 
murder and arson. He also negotiated an agreement on behalf of 
the SS for the provision of slave labour to IG for which the IG 
agreed to pay the SS the sum of three reischmarks for unskilled 
labour, four for skilled labour and only one-and-a-half reichmarks 
for children — thousands also perished and were worked to death. 

He would have been in the dock at the main Nuremburg Trial 
but was not available on medical grounds having experienced a 
mental breakdown. He was dealt with by a lesser Tribunal and 
sentenced to only four years hard labour. This was a reward for his 
part in the negotiations over the surrender of the German forces in 
Italy: the Prosecutors conveniently overlooked his participation in 
the Final Solution, and that even after Stalingrad the deportation 
trains still had priority and that when Germany began evacuating 
Greece in July 1944 and were desperate for railway transport, the 
deportation of Jews continued on schedule. 

May | therefore enquire what is 7he Observer's criteria for 
describing Wolff and not being a “hard liner” ? Does it not imply 
that the extermination of Jews, Italians and the working to death 
of prisoners by the IG is not an important factor in such 
assessment? 

Yours truly, 

David Spector 

Major, R.A. 

former Brigade Major, 

Jewish Infantry Brigade Group 
Eighth Army. 





Innocent victims . . . or war criminals? 


The Daily Telegraph recently published an account of the right- 
wing Count Nicolai Tolstoy’s accusation that Harold MacMillan 
was a war criminal, responsible for handing over thousands of 
“‘prisoners of war’’ to the Soviet Union at the end of the war. 
Many of these were subsequently executed. The article prompted 
a Searchlight researcher to send the following letter to the editor 
of the Daily Telegraph. It was not published. 


The Editor, 

The Daily Telegraph, 
135 Fleet Street, 
London EC4 


Dear Sir, 

Your report of Count Nikolai Tolstoy's unfounded accusations 
regarding Harold MacMillan’s role in the fate of Yugoslavian 
irregulars at the end of the war leaves the reader ignorant of the 
villainy of the Yugoslavian Cetnik and Ustase forces. 

Whilst summary executions even in wartime can never be 
condoned, it is worth remembering that prisoners were rarely 
taken by any of the protagonists in the guerrilla campaigns fought 
in what is now called Yugoslavia. Indeed, it was one of Tito’s fortes 
that he refused to surrender his field hospitals even though on 
more than one occasion the encumbrance of many thousands of 
wounded partisans brought him near defeat. 

Hercegovinan and Montenegrin Cetniks were not simply 
regarded as collaborators by the communist partisans. Cetnik 
collaboration with Axis forces was eventually recognised by the 


British government as well as by the Royal Yugoslav government 
in exile (albeit reluctantly) and it was this that led to material aid 
being sent to Tito’s Partisans rather than to Draza Mihailovich, the 
Cetnik leader, who hitherto had also been receiving arms from the 
Italians and ambushing Partisans instead of killing Germans. 
Indeed, F.W.D. Deakin, in his eye-witness account of Tito’s war, 
“The Embattled Mountain” asserts that one SOE mission was 
almost certainly murdered by his Cetnik escort for the gold he was 
carrying. 

Nor can the barbarism of the Croat Ustase be open to argument. 
In 1934 the Yuguslavian King Alexander was murdered in 
Marseilles by members of Ante Pavelic’s Italian funded terrorist 
group called the Ustase. In 1941, following the Blitzkreig, 
Yugoslovia was divided between five of her neighbours and the 
remainder split in half, one part being called an independent 
Croatia and governed by the same Pavelic. There follows a 
massacre by the Ustase (mainly of Jews and Serbs) which the 
historian M.R.D. Foot has described as having only two parallels; 
the mass murders at Kharkov and the Auschwitz exterminations. 
Over 500,000 were slaughtered by the Ustase, most of them 
civilians and all of them because they were neither Catholic nor 
Croat. 

Perhaps Count Tolstoy would qualify his apparently unqualified 
sympathy for traitors and mass murderers and reserve some of his 
sympathy for the wounded partisans summarily executed by 
Cetnik, Ustase and Axis soldiers not to mention those members of 
British special and regular forces who gave their lives in that 
theatre. Or perhaps this is yet another step in the increasingly 
fashionable trend to rewrite the history of the Second World War 
in favour of the Axis. 


PR SS SCT IE ER SE SSIS SSE I AT ST SS SETI ED SSE EARLE LA LLL LEED DECADES 


In the East London Borough of 
Hackey the Liberal Party has for 
some time been out of step with its 
national organisation. 

Some years ago local activist Jeff 
Roberts created a stir in Liberal circles 
by taking a somewhat less than liberal 
approach to his own Party’s 


immigration policies. At the height of 
the row it looked like David Steele was 


prepared to lose a few members rather 
than have his Party tainted by attitudes 
that were seen by some members as 
racist. 

Now in both North and South 
Hackney rows have erupted once again. 
Roberts, now a Councillor, is refusing to 
stand aside and allow the former Labour 
MP Ron Brown to stand as an Alliance 
candidate. Brown defected to the SDP 
some time back and feels that the 
Alliance should honour its promise to 
allow those MPs who defected to its 
ranks before a certain date to fight to 
retain their old seats. Roberts argues 
that he and some of his colleagues, who 
in the last couple of years have made 
headway in taking seats from Labour in 
both Hackney and Tower Hamlets 
Councils, know what local people really 
want. 

The other problem for David Steele 
comes in the guise of one Ray White. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ NEW NF GROUPS IN NORTHERN 
IRELAND 


Six new National Front units have been 
established in Northern Ireland. 

According to local organiser John Morrison, 
groups have been set up in north and east 
Belfast, Ballymena, Enniskillen, Ballymoney and 
Larne. (Belfast Telegraph 13.4.83.) 


@ POISON PEN LETTER FOR ELDERLY 
COUPLE 


An elderly couple in Abbots Ripton, 
Huntington, have been the victims of a hate 
campaign, including abuse from passers-by, and 
a poison pen letter. 

Two years ago, Mr Charles Buddle, and his 
wife Susan, both in their 80s, received a National 
Front leaflet, with ‘‘Have a Black Christmas’’ 
written on it. Accusations have since been pinned 
on the village notice board, and the couple have 
been taunted in the streets. 

The letter accused Mr Buddle of cowardice for 
not fighting in either World War. In fact, he was 
too young for service in the First World War, 
and was exempt from service in the Second as a 
farm worker. During the Second World War, Mr 
Buddle formed the Abbots Ripton Home Guard. 
(Hunts Post, Huntington 17.3.83.) 


Looking after the leaders - Ray White with the NF Honour Guard, Wood Fe 


For some time Mr White was well 
known in London racist circles. Today 
he claims that it was all a mistake and 
caused by an accident of marriage — his 
in-laws include the notorious Derek 
Day, one time leading Front disciple in 
the East End. 

But his racist connections may go far 
deeper than that — hence White’s 
appearance with the old NF Honour 
Guard, minding party leaders on a 
march through Wood Green in 1977. 
And Labour Party Councillors have 
accused White of being one of a gang of 
racists who had to be ejected from a 
meeting around that time. 

Eighteen months ago White surfaced 
again. He had started a ‘‘vigilante’’ 
group on the estate where he lived in 





@ LEAFLET STUNT BACKFIRES ON NF 


The National Front in Bury, Lancashire, has 
denied all knowledge of racist leaflets circulating 
in the area, despite the fact that the leaflets claim 
to have been printed and published by the Bury 
NF. 

The leaflets, which are hostile to Moslems 
training at the training centre Darul Uloom, 
Holcombe, were described as ‘‘nasty and 
offensive’ by the Rector of Holcombe, the Rev. 
R.M.F. Haigh. He said the best thing for people 
to do was to throw them away. (Bury Times, 
Lancs. 25.3.83.) 


@ YOUTHS CHARGED WITH RACE 
ATTACK ARSON 


Four white youths accused of offences involving 
several racist attacks in East London, have been 
sent to the Old Bailey for trial. 

The youths, aged between 15 and 17, face six 
charges of criminal damage and arson on 
property owned by Asians in Waltham Forest. 
Waltham Forest magistrates were told that the 
arson charges related to incidents at a Tandoori 
restaurant damaged by fire last September, and a 
sweet shop, called the Chocolate Box, burned 
down in February. 

Other incidents concerned broken windows 
and a damaged car between August last year and 
February this year. No date has been fixed for 
the trial. (Morning Star 9.4.83.) 


North Hackney. His main _ interest 
appeared to be in confronting any local 
black youngster who tried to walk 
through the place, regardless of guilt or 
innocence. His cure for muggers was 
summed up in the following words: ‘‘I 
would tie them up in barbed wire as an 
example to others’. After a short time 
he wore out the patience of both his 
neighbours and the police. 

White’s police connections are 
thought not to have been confined to the 
maintainence of law and order in 
Hackney. 

Today however Mr White is 
‘respectable’. He has become the 
Chairman of the North Hackney 
Liberals and has aspirations to join his 
fellow Liberals on the local Council. 


@ CARTOONIST EDWARDS LOSES 
APPEAL 


Robert Edwards, the cartoonist who contributed 
to the notorious anti-semitic ‘‘comic’’, The 
Stormer, has lost his appeal against conviction 
and sentence. 

A senior Appeal Court judge ruled that attacks 
in racialist publications on Jews and coloured 
people amounted to sedition, in that they 
aroused hatred against Her Majesty’s subjects. 

Lord Justice, sitting with Mr Justice Michael 
Davies, and Mr Justice Sheldon, rejected 
Edwards appeal for his conviction and 12 month 
sentence, received on 28 September last year. 
(Guardian 29.4.83.) 


NUT tackles racism 





THE recent annual conference of the 
National Union of Teachers, held in Jersey, 
took the important step of categorising 


racist behaviour by teachers as 
unprofessional conduct. 

A new addition to the NUT Code of 
Professional Conduct declares that it will be 
deemed unacceptable ‘‘For any teacher to 
behave in a racially discriminatory manner 
or to make racist remarks directed towards 
or about ethnic minority groups or 
members thereof’’. 





THIS IS YOUR LIFE OR 
MAYBE NOT 


IN an early edition of Foca/ Point, David 


Irving took the liberty of publishing 
advertisements that had not been placed in 
his magazine. Despite outrage from some of 
the companies who had been victims of 
Irving’s unusual means of filling his pages, 
and despite complaints to various 
advertising standards bodies, Irving seems 
unperturbed by the row. 

His March issue contained on page 16 an 
advertisement from Life that took up half 
the page. Life is of course the anti-abortion 
group and they had been placing 
advertisements in several papers and 
magazines around that time. But for the life 
of us we could not see why it would want to 
place an advert in such a far-right 
publication. 

We spoke to Mrs McKowen of Life who 
had seen the offending advert and she had 
this to say: “I did not like the photo on the 
front cover. We did not place the 
advertisement’. Possibly her most apt 
comment was that “It looks like a very 
nasty publication to me”. 


POTS CALLING KETTLES 


POOR Eddy Morrison. Not only does the 
April Spearhead devote two-and-a-quarter 
pages (penned by the Leader himself) to his 
“wanderings and posturings” (with much 
comment on “scruffy leaflets’ writen in 
“semi-literate’ prose), but the National 
Action Party leader also finds himself 
berated in the March issue of the Mosleyite 
Action magazine, the voice of Jeffrey 
Hamm. Hamm heads his attack on Morrison 
“Cracking the Nutter’, and places 
Morrison's organisation firmly within the 
brackets of the “lunatic fringe”. 

How Jeffrey Hamm can accuse anyone 
else of being an “organisation of two men 
and a bedraggled dog” escapes us: unless 
there’s been a shake-up in his organisation 
and they've expelled the dog. 


YOU CAN'T TEACH AN OLD 
DOG 


ONE puzzling item in the most recent issue 
of David Irving's dreadful Foca/ Point, was a 
two-page interview with Lambeth’s left- 
wing Labour council leader Ted Knight. 
Billed as ‘‘an interview with FP 
correspondent Barry St John Nevill’, it is 


entitled “Enemies of Britain — Inside Ted 
Knight”. 

More puzzled than most, however, was 
Ted Knight himself, who told Searchlight 
that he has no recollection of giving an 
interview to anyone called Barry St John 
Nevill, or indeed, to anybody at all from 
Focal Point. 

From the context of the interview, it is 
clear that it dates from about October 1978, 
and Ted Knight is convinced that it has 
simply been lifted from somewhere else. 

There is, we understand, no truth in the 
rumour that in the next Foca/ Point Irving will 
be offering extracts from Ted Knight's 
diaries. 





David Irving. 


WHAT'S IN A NAME? 


READERS who recall our lengthy piece 
about the Anti-Soviet Society and the 
Russian emigre group NTS (Searchlight 56) 
may have had their interest aroused by an 
item which appeared in The Times on April 
22, entitled “Cat and mouse with the KGB”. 

Penned by one lain Elliot, this described 
the brave war being waged by NTS against 
the KGB’s attempts to infiltrate and destroy 
their organisation. Interestingly, lain Elliot 
is also co-author of a book called Protest and 
Perish — a critique of Unilateralism, published 
by the Institute for European Defence and 
Strategic Studies. Interesting, because the 
Institute’s research officer is George Miller, 
who doubles up as the NTS representative 
in Britain. 


* * * 


REVILATIONS 


EVER keen to attach the names of the great 
to his meanderings in Spearhead, British 
National Party fuehrer John Tyndall begins 
a book review in the April edition of his 
organ as follows: 

“Professor Revilo P. Oliver will not be a 
strange name to the readers of Spearhead. 
Professor of Classics at the University of 
Illinois for 32 years, he is recognised as 
perhaps the most formidable intellect in the 
English-speaking world — at least among 
those of us dedicated to the cause of White 
Race resurgence”. 

We suspect that Prof Oliver (whose book 
it is that JT is reviewing) will not be a 


strange name to readers of Searchlight 
either. We recognise him slightly 
differently, however: as the man expelled 
from the John Birch Society in 1966 for 
commenting publicly that “if all the Jews 
were vapourised at dawn tomorrow, we 
should have nothing more to worry about”. 


* * * 


HIS LITTLE LIST 


YET more from the latest Foca/ Point: the 
following paragraph further exposing the 
“Britische Historiker’s” recent purchases of 
“patriotic” lists: 

“In the current National Front members’ 
bulletin, Focus is declared a_ proscribed 
organisation, and NF members forbidden to 
communicate with chairman David Irving. The 
NF leadership is angered by rumours that officers 
have sold mailing lists for cash. 

“The rumours are true. In the past months 
FP’s circulation department has bought several 
lists from branch secretaries and other patriotic 
officials. We still pay cash for current lists”. 

The Party diktat or hard cash? Watch this 
space. 


* * * 


THE “F’” FACTOR 


AND finally, an interesting little 
typographical device that we have noticed 
in the letters’ column of Irving's organ. Next 
to the name of Irving superfan Chris 
Wreghitt, between, indeed, his name and 
his un-numbered Swiss address, is a little 
“EF” in a circle, rather like a copyright sign, 
but in this case clearly a small-scale 
reproduction of the Focus logo. 

We must assume, as no other 
correspondents are so honoured, that the 
circled ““F” implies a close relationship with 
the magazine or with its parent body 
(former NF heavy Andrew Fountaine, for 
example, is not thus privileged in his letter). 

lf we are right, it is particularly 
interesting, as no less a figure than Harvey 
Proctor, the ultra-right MP for Basildon has 
a circled “F” placed after his name ina story 
about crime statistics. Can it be that Mr 
Proctor has fallen under the Historiker’s 
spell? 


* * * 


REBEL WITH A CAUSE 


SPEAKING of Mr Proctor, it is worthy of 
note that, alone among the Tory ultra- 
righters, he appears to have retained the 
admiration of the National Front. For 
although the “Tory Rebels” of the 
Immigration Rules are mightily slagged off 
in the editorial of the April 1983 issue of 
National Front News (“Tory ‘Rebels’ — A 
Pitiful Spectacle”), immediately opposite is 
a piece about Conservative attempts to 
recruit the support of rich Asians which 
quotes the ghastly Proctor extensively and 
clearly approvingly. 

Up to and including Mr Proctor’s 
comment on his “Tory Rebel Colleagues’’: 

“They have sacrificed principle, people 
and patriotism for party ambition”. 


% * * 


UNIVERSITY 
CHALLENGE 
TO RACISM 
AND FASCISM 


“During the 1970s a large number of 
organised racist groups became active 
in Britain . . . some of these gained a 
lot of publicity through marches and 
demonstrations. Nazi symbols, fascist 
salutes and racist slogans were openly 
paraded on the streets of Britain.’’ 

A quote from a left-wing pamphlet? No, 
this comes from a brand new pack of 
materials published by Open University 
Community Education. Titled Racism in 
the Workplace and Community, the pack 
consists of 22 handy topic sheets on the 
issue. Topics covered include ‘What is 
Racism?’, ‘Racism and the Law’, ‘Racism, 
Employment and the Trade Unions’, 
‘Racism and the Community’ and ‘Racism 
and Fascism’. 

The material is not designed as an 
academic course but is rather to assist 
opponents of racism and fascism in taking 
local action. As the Introduction states: 
“‘The aims of the materials is not to try and 
convert committed racists, but to provide 
resources for people who are unsympathetic 
to racism, and may subsequently use the 
understanding they have gained to 
challenge racist stances and actions as they 
come across them’’. 

The final five sections, on ‘Racism and 
Fascism’ are of special interest to 
Searchlight, not least because our journal 
was a major source. The first section, titled 





from the OU 


attack victim — 
material. 


Racial 






‘What is Fascism’, takes a close and, 
Labour politicians please note, very 
accurate look at the basic ingredients of 
fascism. Here, the ideas of National 
Socialism, the leadership principle, 
totalitarianism and the appeal of fascism to 
the middle class are drawn out and linked to 
the use of racism as a ready tool to divide 
the community in times of economic 
recession. Against this background, the 
section outlines the political measures taken 
by fascists in power: the totalitarian state, 
militarisation, the destruction of democracy 
and trade unions and the enactment of 
racist laws . . . all leading to mass murder. 

The other sections on Fascism continue 
with this refreshing and robust anti-fascist 
approach. The sheet on ‘Fascism and 
Youth’ is particularly impressive. Evidence 
is marshalled to highlight the evil influence 
of nazi ideas on youngsters, and fascist 
infiltration into school, football grounds 
and pop music is well documented. 


Fascist penetration 


Fascist penetration of the labour movement 
is put under the microscope in the section 
on ‘Fascism and Trade Unions’ with special 
attention given to the way in which fascists 
have actively sought to divide workers on 
racist lines. Readers are reminded how such 
tactics were used to obliterate trade unions 
in pre-war Italy and Germany. 

While most of this material is standard, it 
is the final section on ‘Racism and Fascist 
violence’ which really draws attention to 
what is happening here and now. The 
comment in the Introduction is fitting: 
‘*The final topic is a depressing one, dealing 
with the upsurge of fascist violence and the 
lack, to date, of adequate measures to 
control it’’. 

The section probes the motives of such 
violence and lists fascist murders and 
outrages at some length, not least the 
nefarious activities of Terry Flynn and the 
psychopaths of the November 9th Society 
in Milton Keynes, the home of the Open 
University. 

Anti-fascists can only welcome the fact 
that a majom academic institution has 
produced such a set of materials. Their 
greatest value resides in the fact that they 
can be used to stimulate discussions in trade 
unions and community groups. Each 
section contains brief questionnaires and 
Case Studies from which courses of action 
can be discussed and decided and which can 
help activists to analyse the problems of 
dealing with nazi activity on the ground. 

The only discernible weakness is the lack 
of a detailed section outlining the ways in 
which, during the last few years, there has 
been a fightback. The nazis have not had it 
all their own way and the material should 
have reflected this fact. Had it done so, 
readers would have had a ready pool of 
experience to draw on when discussing 
courses of practical action. Despite this 


defect, we strongly recommend this 
material and urge anti-fascist groups to get 
hold of it . . . and use it. 


@Racism in the Workplace and 
Community. Available from Centre for 
Continuing Education, Open University, 
PO Box 188, Milton Keynes MK3 6HW. 


ONitel ay 
Hannah Darke 


The Islington Anti-Nazi League 
announce with deep sorrow the death of 
Hannah Darke. As the Islington ANL 
contain not only her daughter but her 
grand-children and friends it is not easy 
to write this memorial to her without 
feeling the pain of her leaving. That she 
died on the anniversary of Blair Peach's 
death is a tragic coincidence but fitting 
as far as she was concerned for she hated 
racism and fascism and wept for Blair, a 
man she did not know but whose cause 
she shared. In the °30s during the 
depression she helped to organise 


summer holiday camps for families of 


the unemployed. As a factory worker 
for most of her working life she 
organised a Union in her workplace of 
mainly women workers and was sacked 
then reinstated and as the shop steward 
established Union practice in what had 
been a sweat shop. Her love for her 
family and her class was as unrelenting 
as her hatred of fascism and the 
economic deprivation that capitalism 
causes. Just before she died she talked at 
great length and in vivid detail about the 
hunger marches, the first against 
Mosley, the battles at Ridley Road and 
Cable Street, and the war. It was as if 
she was relating her life in cameo for the 
last time. She was a socialist in every 
sense and will never be forgotten by her 
family and all who knew and loved her. 


Anna Sullivan for Islington ANL 


THE ITALIAN 
CONNECTION 


IN the recent semi-public rows about the re- 
selection of Conservative Party candidates, 
a familiar name came to light. Mr Neil 
Hamilton was selected, against the odds, to 
contest the constituency of Tatton. 

It is not know whether any members of 
the selection panel had long enough 
memories to recall a small item which 
appeared in the Sunday Telegraph years ago, 
so as a small public service we are 
reproducing it here. 








(  ftovo 
Visit Fascists 


Sunday Telegraph Reporter 
_, Three members of the Mon- _ 
day Club, the Right-wing Con- 
-_servative organisation, who went _ 
_ to a_ youth meeting in Italy of 
_ the Italian Social Movement, a_ 
neo-Fascist party, have embar: 
_fassed moderate Club members. 
One of those who went, Mr. __ 
eil Hamilton, 23, until recentiy 
vice-chairman of the Federation 
af nservative Student: 
fast night: “We went 
_ out what went on in | 
_ were mot representing th 
day Club in any way. W. 
| Brgat lengths 
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ore Urerdan Willner 

X bronfield Street 42 Tudor Avenue 
les Broad Lunc 

Le iventer Coventry 


Mereh 20th 


Dear iar. Willmer, 


Enclosed find a copy of the latest /UNS guropean 
bulletins 


I was very pleased to eee you last week, and to have 
a renewal of good relations. I am sure that a considerable part of 
the misunderstanding arose because of commnication with and through 
others instead of direct personal contact. 


I here confirm the substance of our agreeaent as 

being thati- (1) The NSM will develop withia ite ranks a senior youth 
sovenent, L6-2l yoare of age, and the BAT, apart from retaining what 
officere its requires over 16 years of age, will terainute seabership 


in yoneral at 3¢ end tase pase ite members over to the NSM at thut age. 


(2) The BAY will, in ite policy and literature, present 
the atruggle in Britein as part, essentially, of a Kiropean and world 
atruggle = 4n harsony with the attitude of the NSM in this reaject, 
and the conception of WOES. 

(3) The NSM, weile moraslly wnable to give financial 
aooiatance to the BNY, will give ite recognition to the BNY as a junior 
youth movement, passing enquirers under 16 on to the BNY, and giving other 
asatstance where possible. 

(4) ‘The BUY will not attach iteeif to any other organisation 
which de a rival of the NSM. 


I understand that, when we take the step of creating 
the senior youth aovement within the NSM, you will participate in the 
sense of attending administrative consultations, and thereby maintain 
linieon with the RNY, : 


¥ look forward to sesing you = and sone of your officers 
im - Ly 1b ». 
secperanytng hyc, Hood SUF Bet asatke gut tienda a Pos ange, eta 
contain fill details, The rendecvous, however, ie at HQ at 10 a.m. for 
the sorning seasion, and 1.30 p.m. 
With bost wishes, 


for the afternoon session. 


Yours sincerely, 
A 
bobeecdan 
nae 
Colin Jordan 


Copyt= National Secretary, N&M. ~~ 





WILLMER NO COME 
BACK AGAIN ... 


THERE is a saying that bad pennies 
will keep turning up. A good recent 
example of this phenomenon is the 
case of Brendan Willmer, who has 
made the headlines in South Africa 
recently by being deported for his 
extreme right-wing views — no 
mean achievement you'll agree. 
Willmer’s career on the seedier fringes of 
politics began at the tender age of 16 when 
his role as head of Colin Jordan’s nazi 
youth group the British National Youth 
League hit the national headlines in 1964. 
Despite his claims that this group was not 
nazi, its nazi links were well exposed by the 
Daily Telegraph. Later the BNYL dropped 
the ‘British’ from its name and took on 
board several prominent sponsors. These 
included Major-General Sir Richard 
Hilton, then Honorary President of the 
British National Party, the ultra-right 
Elizabeth the Lady Freeman, and the 
Reverand Pulford. The President of the 
League at the time was Admiral Sir Barry 
Domville, who had been prominent before 


Top left: Willmer — the drinking man’s nazi. 
Tight as a canute? Below left, Willmer (left) 
and friend in ‘Spearhead’ uniform as 
“patriotic” youth. Below, extracts from 
Greater Britain Movement security file on 
Willmer. 


wor oeiby pepartient Report ous 


“ 


the war in The Link, the British 
organisation which campaigned for an anti- 
Soviet alliance between Britain and Hitler. 
He was detained under Defence Regulation 
18B for much of the war. 

In 1964, encouraged by the beneficence 
of his new-found sponsors, Willmer moved 
to London to set up business in a book- 
shop. It was a commercial failure and his 
subsequent turn to drink only aggravated 
his financial problems. Only Lady 
Freeman’s dislike of publicity saved him 
from the desire of some of his sponsors for 
legal satisfaction. 

He returned to live in Leicester where he 
established an NF branch. In the early 
1970s he moved on again, this time to the 
south coast from where his wanderlust took 
him across the seas to South Africa. Once 
again he took up right-wing politics, this 
time in the form of the Save Rhodesia 
Campaign. 

Although an ardent nazi from the very 
early days, Willmer was often both involved 
in, and the subject of, the various faction 
fights which plagued the nazis throughout 
the early ’60s. He was, for instance, the 
subject of a fulsome report by the Greater 
Britain Movement’s ‘Security Department’ 
which acknowledged his full-blooded 
nazism but concluded that he was guilty of 
“tricking . . . backstabbing . . . sabotage, 
not to say thoroughly Jewish behaviour’’. 


DUE BRITISH JATLONAL YOUTH 
Por tie attention of tie National Counoil of the treater Britain 


Movencnte CONFIVENTIAL. 


-00000— 


fae Baa 


in the winter of I[y6I-2 split, forming the new BNP under 


tne leadergiiip of John Bean and Andrew Fountain and the iational 
Socialist .ovewent, under the leadership of Colin Jordan and John 


tyndall. 


Reoause Brendan Willmer was one of the thorough-coiny National 


Z0oialiots of the old BN2 woioh John Bean and his group so stronzly 
objeoted to tuuo causin; the split, and because he had, on his own 
aduission fellen very much under the personal influence of Colin 
Jordan, ne besnae one of tne founding members of tho NSM when it was 


formed on J pril 20, I92e 


It was mutually, officially and openly 


agreed between the NSM leadership and the BNY that the purpose of the 
BNY was to be the integral youth wing of the NSM in the sanc way as 
it liad been witu the old BNr, exce»t to say that the youth movement 
,ould be able to preaci National Socialism in a wey that it hed not 
been able to do under the old dispensation. 


buring tulsa period he bullt up a string of international Negi and 


neo-Nazi youth movement contactsae 


These oontacts included the Bund 


Vaterlandisoner Jugénd, tie Bund Heimattreuer Jugend, the Wiking 
Jugend, ‘ver drommler', tue White Youth Corps of the Amerioan Nezi 
Party, tue Canada Youth Corps, and local officials of the Deutsolies 


keloh Partele 


de attended several German nationalist youth movement 


caups, stayed at the homes of German Nazi youths, and was host to 


youtn leaders at nis home. 





~~ 


kth Cetopor, 196). 


Thank you for your letter of September 30th. 


I collected your letter hich had arrived at ny 
howe in Syston, during ait walcing from London; 
yenterday. 


For your interest, I ynve pleasure in enclosing 
alection of our litera ture, including some recent copies 
of our lication, “Te Bugler" I have also encloned @ SITY 
p form so that you may imaediately Join our orcanisntion 
should you be in agreenent vith the views expressed in our 
viblications, 





Unfortunately re do not have any members in 
ge, Aibans as of yet, although we do have a very active “roup 
n Londo 


Should you + aa to sec me personally to discuss 
the National Youth, I am now perwanently available in London. 
In actual fact, we will bet opening our second office premises 
= the first being in Wallasey, Cheshire - in London vithin the 
next ten days. 


Please be ascured that we have absolutely no 
connection vith cither Cae Jordan's or any other fascist 
croup. We are purely a » patriotic youth asecolation, 
and have no other Tyeabites than that to our country, 


I look forward to hearing from you further. 


bth. 
se Fresp [* B.0Piflimer. 
Youth Leader, BNY, 


"nels. 


N.B. Please reply to the ndurese i: Fulham, given at the top 
of this letter, 





In those days he was accused of using his 
position in the Youth League to further his 
own political ambitions, Skilfully he played 
off one prominent nazi against another — 
even his mentor Colin Jordan was taken in. 
There was a later reconciliation with 
Jordan, however, and a letter of that period 
shows how, despite the denials, BNYL and 
the NSM were inextricably linked. 

In South Africa Willmer became a well- 
known campaigner against moves to relax 
apartheid. His role as chairman of the Civic 
Action League and the South Africa First 
Campaign in efforts to prevent Natal 
beaches from becoming multi-racial earned 
him the nickname ‘King Canute’. He was 
also active in the Verkrampte party. 

When Willmer’s visa expired in March 
1983 the South African immigration 
authorities refused to renew it. Willmer 
blamed a ‘vendetta’ against him and 
accused the ‘‘Anglo-American controlled 
leftist-liberal press’’ of gunning for him. 
Still playing his double games, however, he 
denied to the Sunday Tribune that he was at 
all racist, describing his teens as 
“‘vehemently anti-communist and totally 
patriotic”’ 

Ironically, Willmer overstayed his permit 
and became an illegal immigrant. 


A DEN OF 
GLEAVES 


10] \C@] =ir-Ter-liam stele [-1am Ci (-Y-111-1-em dal: Mat-P4 
villain, phoney bishop and_ child 
molester has been in the news. 

In April the News of the World 
found him running a stall at an 
exhibition of respectable security 
in London, publicising his 


firms 
latest security guard outfit. It seems 


that Gleaves is still managing to 
solicit business from large firms and 
eXer-|-lUhealeldia(-mlelalele-lil are) malic el--3 
form or to apathetic to care. 

Before his last stretch At Her 
Majesty’s pleasure, Searchlight 
revealed that Gleaves' had 
recultivated some of his old nazi 
Ta) <a ohYamm ol conva(ol late Mucy-el [ai avamme [UE a0 fs 
ico] am M-r-Yo lel Woy mee} a C-Yol ce l-Maal-V-yelale[eehe 
LeTarifarehcola Mi ole-lave 











e@eThe Investigative Researchers 
Handbook. Compiled and edited by Stuart 
Christie. BCM Refract, London. 


Stuart Christie the anarchist is known 
throughout the world for his fight 
against the Franco fascists in the ’60s. 
His activities led to a life sentence in a 
fascist prison for allegedly smuggling 
explosives into Spain. His two Spanish 
comrades were executed for their part 
in the operation. An _ international 
campaign was launched and eventually 
Christie was freed and returned to 
Britain. During the arrests of the 
Angry Brigade he was arrested, tried 
and acquitted of possessing weapons. 

After a number of confrontations with 
the powers-that-be he moved to the 
Orkneys and set up his own publishing 
house and research centre, Cienfuegos 
Press. Recently he has returned to the 
mainland and has marked his arrival with a 
publication entitled The Investigative 
Researcher’s Handbook. It is not an 
original idea but a British version of 
something published in the United States 
for some years. It gives the reader a basic 
education into how one goes about 
investigating companies, landlords, 
employers, and so on. To put the reader on 
the right road the author decided to give 
two sample cases which he had 
‘investigated’? to show just how to go 
about it. 

The two examples are Michael Griffin, an 
officer of the League of St George, and 
George K. Young, the far right Tory racist. 

Much of what is contained in the studies 
comes directly from articles which have 
appeared in Searchlight. As far as this goes 
Christie is word perfect. Then it all goes 
sadly wrong. He publishes as fact, and 
often in the worst McCarthyite fashion, 
lists of people ranging from Italian nazi 
terrorists to completely innocent 
workmates of members of the League of St 
George. He prints the names of Tories as 
being in the same bracket as NF members, 
and on and on it goes. He publishes home 
addresses of fascists, often years out of 
date. In some cases he completely reverses 
information he has gleaned from other 
sources. Is this literary anarchy in practice, 
one may ask. 

Well, Searchlight has decided to ask Mr 
Christie not to keep his unfulfilled promise 
of a mention for Searchlight in any second 
edition, in acknowledgement of all the 
material and photos he hijacked from us. 
Instead we have suggested he call in this 
version and start it again from scratch, or 
better still leave it to the experts. 









SAM WILD, 
MEDAL OF 
VALOUR — 
A TRIBUTE 


Sam Wild, a courageous 
fighter against Franco's 
fascists with the International 
Brigade, died at his home in 
Sheffield over the weekend 
of the 9-10th March. 


Sam Wild took a major role in 
every battle the British Battalion of 
the International Brigade fought 
including Jarama, Brunete, Belchite 
and Teruel. He was company 
commander of the British Batallion 
at the crossing of the Ebro. 

Wounded on four occasions he 
always returned to the front line and 
led by example. He was company 
commander at Belchite, second in 
command to Bill Alexander at 
Teruel, assuming full command 
when Alexander was _ seriously 
wounded. 

During the fascist breakthrough of 
March 1938 he led a fighting retreat 
which allowed the Republican 
forces to regroup. Sam Wild was 
promoted to major on the battlefield 
and awarded the Spanish Republic’s 
highest military honour, the Medal 
of Valour. Since the end of the war 
in Spain he was Chairman of the 
International Brigades Association. 




























international Brigade Memor 
at Manchester Town Hall. 
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“I DO NOT have an anti-semitic bone 
in my body’”’ writes David McCalden at 
the start of his booklet Exiles from 
History. Most Searchlight readers, 
however schooled they might be in 
anatomy, will probably have difficulty 
in distinguishing an anti-semitic bone 
from the sort of bone which harbours 
goodwill to all. Nor does Mr McCalden 
offer any hints on how to spot the bone 


of bigotry. 

A declaration about the condition of one’s 
bones is hardly the conventional way of opening 
a treatise on historical matters, which is what 
Exiles from History claims to be. But then, of 
course, in recent history it is only the nazis who 
have claimed that the shape of one’s bones 
indicates anything of importance about the way 
people think: that’s why under the Third Reich 
millions of Germans were required to have their 
skulls measured in order to determine whether 
their bones were of a correctly Aryan shape. 

Mr McCalden doesn’t present measurements 
for his bones, but, even if they fail to meet the 
required standards for anti-semitism, it is clear 
from the rest of Exiles from History that he does 

_ not have a thought in his head which is not anti- 
semitic. As such, Exiles from History stands full 
square in a shameful tradition which has Mein 
Kampf and the Protocols of the Elders of Zion as 
its high spots and thousands of murderous smut- 
sheets as its low lights. 

Back in the mid-’70s McCalden was writing 
first for the National Front, and then for the 
National Party, which split away from the NF. 
In those days anti-semitism was a much coyer 
affair; very little recent material had been 
written, especially in Britain, and for up-to-date 
stuff anti-semites tended to quote from A.K. 
Chesterton’s The New Unhappy Lords, which 
was published in 1965. Chesterton’s book 
presented its anti-semitic theme in a roundabout 
way, suggesting that there existed a world 
conspiracy for power and in the last chapter 
taking a well-if-you-ask-me-I’d-probably-say-it- 
was-all-a-bit-Jewish sort of approach. 


Passé 


At that time anti-semitic material seemed to have 
a rather passé air, and one might have been 
forgiven for thinking that the tradition was at 
long last starting to peter out. Then in the 
late-’70s a new twist to the conspiracy theory was 
to provide an impetus to the imaginations of the 
anti-semites: a stream of publications started 
suggesting that the nazi Holocaust never took 
place. 

Slowly but surely some new vinegar was 
trickling into the old bottles, and McCalden 
turned his attention away from making 
innuendoes about Jewish dietary customs 
towards anti-semitism’s major growth industry. 
He moved westwards in 1978 to California, to 
emerge equipped with an alias as the Director of 
the Institute of Historical Review. This imposing 
sounding body existed for the sole purpose of 
concocting and disseminating material which 
said that the Holocaust was a figment of Jewish 
imaginations. 

Under the aegis of McCalden, the so-called 
Institute picked its mendacious way through 
statistics about the size of gas-oven doors and the 
noxious qualities of various chemical substances. 
After a while all these sorts of pseudo-statistical 
analyses start to bore the anti-semite, whose 
fantasies need richer fare to feed upon. 
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Psycho-history 


Now with Exiles from History McCalden cashes 
in those distorted so-called Holocaust studies, 
and in so doing shows how this latest of anti- 
semitic lies has given a boost to those lies of 
centuries past, which far from fading away are 
re-packaged in a 40-page, illustrated booklet. 
Like so many anti-semites before him, McCalden 
feels the need to dress his obsessions in an ill- 
fitting wrap of intellectual jargon. 

As such, McCalden presents his work as a 
contribution to ‘Psycho-history’, a subject which 
isn’t quite psychology and certainly isn’t history. 
The basic logic is quite simple: since the Jews 
have never been persecuted, every Jew 
throughout history who has anxiety about 
suffering, or claims to have been the victim of 
any prejudice, must be suffering from a grand 
delusion. That’s the historical bit, and then 
McCalden goes on to seek the psychological 
explanation for the delusion. 





EXILES FRo 
HISToRy “ 


by DAVID McCALDEN 





We have no intention of detailing all 
McCalden’s strange arguments or invented facts; 
nor do we feel the need to refute what is so 
palpably absurd. However, a few examples from 
Exiles in History will show the depths of the 
obsessions and pulsating hatred which lie 
beneath the Institute of Historical Review. 

After some prefatory waffle about ‘psycho- 
history’ McCalden outlines his basic theme that 
‘there is no people on the face of the earth more 
tormented by fear than the Jewish people’, and, 
that the Jew is characterised by ‘‘a fixation on 
anal and sexual disfunctions’’. 

These two themes come together in a trio of 
unpleasant portraits of Marx, Trotsky and 
Freud. We learn that Karl Marx had an 
“obsessional preoccupation with dirt and 
excrement’’, which is not surprising, according 
to McCalden, because he was only suffering 
from ‘‘the hereditary Jewish fixations on 
excrement, death, putrefaction and dirt’. Ditto, 
of course, Leon Trotsky. And Sigmund Freud. 
And somehow this all goes to prove that 
‘Bolshevism was Jewish from top to bottom’’. 
And that ‘“‘Marxism is no more than an 


expression of Jewish self-hate redirected against 
the rest of us’’. 

If this is just a rather brash re-statement of the 
old Jewish conspiracy theme, with a bit of 
amateur psycho-analytic jargon thrown in for 
bad measure, then McCalden proceeds to show 
how the modern anti-semite can mix up-to-date 
jargon with some of the most ancient strands of 
anti-semitism. The reason why Jews have these 
anal obsessions and why they invent myths of 
persecution (and by the way McCalden talks, in 
all apparent seriousness, about “‘the remarkable 
recreation facilities provided for prisoners, 
including a swimming-pool, a soccer field, a 
sports stadium, a volley-ball court and a theatre’ 
at Auschwitz), the reasons for these myths lie in 
the primitive nature of Judaism. 


Mediaeval 


It is here that McCalden steps back in time to the 
world of mediaeval anti-semitism. He claims 
(without quotations of course) that the Talmud 
‘‘permits sodomy with three year old girls’? and 
that sodomy is allowed ‘‘with a dying person, but 
only so long as the act is committed in the 
presence of a rabbi’’. Just as anti-semites of the 
Middle Ages used to refer to a Talmud of their 
own imagination, so McCalden invents a 
Judaism of his own (and we stress that we 
consider it unnecessary to refute his absurd 
calumnies). Apparently, in olden times ‘‘Jewish 
babies were burned alive’ and “‘sacrificed by 
their parents’; in McCalden’s overactive 
imagination the practice of circumcision 
becomes a ‘‘weird sex cult”: ‘“‘rabbis will 
masturbate, then mutilate and then fellate a 
baby’s penis’, and so on and so on and so on, 
until McCalden grinds out his gloating 
conclusion that ‘‘the Judaic religion is not one of 
love and kindness, but one of duty, sin, 
retribution and cruelty’’. 

Because Jews have to endure such “weird 
cults’’ (and we’ve skimmed off only a fraction of 
the scum from the top of McCalden’s stagnant 
pond), they are left, psycho-historically, with a 
craving to feel persecuted and to inflict 
communism, usury and general destruction on 
non-Jews. For old time’s sake McCalden even 
manages a few asides about his favourite 
obsession with the dietary laws. 

However, when put aside all this recent 
‘psycho-history’, this older preoccupation seems 
almost tame. And here lies the significance of the 
latest outpouring. Each time the anti-semites 
increase the stridency of their offerings, they 
make the previous stage seem almost harmless by 
comparison. For example, in his ‘‘source notes”’, 
McCalden claims that ‘‘we deliberately avoided 
using sources perceived as ‘anti-semitic’”’, only 
then to refer to ‘‘Bill Grimstad’s magisterial, 
comprehensive work The Six Million 
Reconsidered’’. 

We know that we’ve moved way down the 
path of anti-semitism when Grimstad’s work is 
being seen as something other than the 
offensively and monotonously anti-semitic abuse 
that it is. But this is what the anti-semites are 
doing by raising their unpleasant stakes: they’re 
attempting to create space for a comparative 
‘respectable’ anti-semitism. Thus the old 
ramblings of A.K. Chesterton appear benign, 
almost quaint, when put beside Exiles from 
History. However, it’s all a sleight-of-hand, as 
Chesterton, Grimstad and McCalden have drawn 
their buckets from the same poisoned well. If a 
few years ago it seemed that the well was running 
mercifully dry, unfortunately Hitler’s heirs today 
are still fetching up the same old bucket loads. 


OO  ———————— 


INTERNATIONAL 


ROUND UP 
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HOLLAND 


Fascist Centre 
Party in Dutch 
Parliament 


FOR the first time since 1945 a fascist 
party is prominent again in Dutch 
politics. While in Germany and 
Austria, new parties of the ecological 
left are making an impact, a party of 
the ecological right has gained a seat in 
Holland’s 12-party parliament. 
Formed in March 1980, the 
Centrumpartij (Centre Party) is, 
despite its denials, plainly a party of 
the extreme right. Indeed, when anti- 
fascist committees recently accused it 
of being fascist, and the Centre Party 
took legal action, the court found in 
favour of the anti-fascists. 

The Party’s ten-point programme (under 
the slogan ‘not right, not left’) calls for the 
introduction of referenda, jobs for all 
Dutch, an end to the scandalous housing 
shortage, firmer action on drugs and crime, 
reduced government spending, a clamp- 
down on benefit abuses, multi-lateral 








Hans Janmaat (left): 
newly-elected MP. 


Centrum Party's 





with anti-fascist demonstrators. 


disarmament, and effective action against 
pollution and cruelty to animals. 
The final point of the programme is the 


core of its politics — an end to 
immigration. Several of its leaders 
emphasise their academic background, 


using the term ‘Doctor’ on their electoral 
literature, and the party does its utmost to 
appear respectable. (Its magazine, for 
instance, is entitled Middle Way). But key 
figures were formerly active in the fascist 
NVU (Nederlandse Volks-unie), including 
the former NVU vice-chairman, Robert 
Boot, now the Centrum’s secretary. A third 
of the Centrum’s active members continue 
to belong to the Volks-unie. 

With only some 1,500 members and with 
problems in obtaining meeting-places due 
to the militancy of anti-fascists, the 
Centrum’s recently won seat in Parliament 
ensures it regular access to radio and 
television. It also has an important presence 
in the Ecological Movement, the former 
chairman of which, Alfred Vierling, is now 
Centrum MP Hans _ Janmaat’s 
parliamentary assistant. 


Opposed by all other parties 


The party’s electoral strength, only 12,000 
in 1981, now 68,000, is mainly in 
Rotterdam, and to a lesser extent in 
Amsterdam, the Hague and Utrecht, and is 
in or near areas of significant immigration. 
Most disturbingly, it appears to draw on 
former voters of the left. Forbidden from 
running candidates in two areas because of 
its breach of laws against racism, and 
opposed by all other parties, the Centrum’s 
foothold in Parliament nevertheless gives it 
the best chance for many years to create a 
strong fascist movement in Holland. 
There are other groups on the Dutch far 
right. The NVU, banned from running 
candidates in most areas and recently 
abandoned by its long-time leader, Joop 
Glimmervein, is overtly national socialist 
and is clearly eclipsed and in disarray after 


Joop Glimmervein, former leader of the Nederlandse ks-uni 
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the Centrum’s success. Another 
organisation, the OSL (Veterans’ Legion), 
continues to campaign for free enterprise, 
friendship with South Africa, a strong 
NATO, etc., while the Federation for 
World Peace (the Moonies) denounce 
Soviet SS-20 missiles as part of a Russian 
plan for world domination. But amidst this 
other activity on the right, the growth of the 
Centrum Party is the crucial factor that 
Dutch anti-fascists are organising against 
and that democrats outside the Netherlands 
must continue to monitor. 


GERMANY 


Manfred Roeder 
deceives court with 
Auschwitz 
retraction 


MANFRED Roeder, 54 year old leader 
of the banned German Action Group 
and the German Citizens Initiative has 
recently revealed a successful deception 
of a West German court. 

Sentenced to seven months imprisonment 
in 1976 for writing a pro-nazi foreward to 
Thies Christophersen’s pamphlet, The 
Auschwitz Lie, he won a retrial last year 
and repudiated the foreword, saying that he 
no longer believed that there were no gas- 
chambers in Auschwitz. The court 
therefore dropped the proceedings, but 
Roeder then withdrew his repudiation. 

In a circular distributed by the neo-nazi 
European Freedom Movement, he declared 
his continued belief in everything he had 
written in the foreword, explaining that his 
withdrawal had been in order to avoid a 
prison sentence. Roeder is presently serving 
a 13 year sentence for terrorist attacks. 
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Right-wing priest uan Fernandes 
Pope. 


PORTUGAL 


Pope’s would-be 
assassin sentenced 


FATHER Juan Fernandes Krohn, the 
Spanish right-wing priest who 
attempted to assassinate the Pope with 
a bayonet in Portugal last May, has 
been sentenced to six and a half years 
imprisonment. He was also sentenced 
to six months, to run concurrently, for 
carrying a knife. 

As the sentence was read Krohn shouted: 
“Puppets, Communists, murderers’ and 
“Love live Catholic Portugal, down with 
the April revolution’’. He also claimed that 
‘‘only the Virgin Mary is competent to 
judge me’’. Earlier in his trial, when asked 
if he had anything to add to his defence, he 
had attempted to set fire to a picture of the 
Pope. His outbursts at sentencing resulted 
in contempt charges and a further seven 
months sentence. 


re) WO 


Coup sentences 
increased 


SPAIN’S Supreme Court has increased 
the jail sentences on the officers 
involved in the attempted 1981 coup. 
The original sentences, handed down 
by military court martial, were 
overturned after a prosecution appeal. 
General Alfonso Armada has been 
given a maximum 30-year sentence. 
The Supreme Court rejected the court 
martial’s six-year sentence of Armada for 
conspiracy and instead found him guilty of 
military rebellion. Another leading officer, 
Lieutenant-general Jaime Milans del Bosch, 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Antonio Tejero, 
who led the storming of the Spanish 
Parliament, had their 30-year sentences 
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empt to kill 


confirmed, while General Luis Torres Rojas 
and Major Ricardo Pardo Zancada had 
their 6-year sentences doubled. Colonel 
Jose San Martin’s sentence was increased 
from three years to ten and eight lieutenants 
who had been acquitted on the grounds that 
they had been obeying orders are now to 
serve prison sentences. General Armada, 
Lieutenant-General del Bosch and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Tejero are to be 
dismissed from the armed forces. Armada 
and Tejero are to appeal against the 
sentences. 


SOUTH AFRICA 





Investigation into 
neo-nazi party 


THE neo-nazi Afrikaner Weerstands- 
beweging (Afrikaner Resistance 
Movement) has re-entered the news in 
South Africa after fighting broke out 
at an election rally addressed by the 
South African Prime Minister, P.W. 
Botha. 

Botha, who called AWB hecklers 
‘‘orang-utans’’ and ‘‘white barbarians’ has 
called for the Minister of Law and Order to 
conduct an immediate investigation into the 
group, declaring ‘‘We cannot allow these 
people to spread disorder’’. 

Botha’s supporters claim that there has 
been collusion between the AWB and the 
Conservative Party, one of the two main 
parties to the racist government’s right. The 
AWB, founded in the early ’70s and 
sporting a symbol resembling a swastika, 
advocates the abolition of political parties 
and restricting the vote to those white 
Christians deemed eligible by a ‘‘special 
court’’. In December last year a number of 
members, including the leader, Eugene 
Terreblanche, were detained after the 
discovery of arms and ammunition. Six 
men, including Terreblanche, are presently 
on trial as a result of the discovery. The 
AWB has recently succeeded in registering 
as a political party under the name White 
People’s State Party. 





UNITED STATES 





KKK members on 
Greensboro 
massacre charges 


SIX Klansmen and three American 
Nazi Party members have been 
indicted by a federal grand jury on 
conspiracy charges arising from the 
Greensboro massacre in November 
1979, when five Communist 
demonstrators were killed. 

Among the indicted were Virgil L. 
Griffin, grand dragon of the North 
Carolina chapter of the Invisible Empire, 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan and Roland 
Wood, local nazi leader. 

Elsewhere on the Klan scene, Don Black, 
Imperial Dragon of the Knights of the KKK 
has begun his three year sentence for 
attempting to invade the Caribbean island 
of Dominica. Black, serving his sentence in 
a prison in Big Springs, had successfully 
rejected his government’s efforts to place 
him in a Texas jail on the grounds that he 
wanted to be in a mainly white prison. He 
also turned down the government’s second 
choice. 


NAZI EXILES 





NAZI war criminals are continuing to 
be brought to light. 

Walter Kutschmann, alleged to be 
responsible for the murder of some 2,000 
Polish Jews, has been found by journalists 
in Argentina under the name of Pedro 
Olmo. In Syria, the regime is providing 
armed guards for a 71 year old Austrian, 
George Fischer, reportedly in fact Alois 
Brunner, an assistant of Adolf Eichmann 
and responsible for the deportation of Jews 
from Austria, Greece and France. 


Alois Brunner. 


RECAP No. 15 


BY the end of 1977, the National 
Front felt that its time had come. 
Ever prone to grandiose political 
rhetoric, the Party’s journals were 
full of serious talk of having taken 
over from the Liberals as Britain’s 
third party, and only slightly less 
serious rhetoric about the NF taking 
power. The local election results of 
May 1977 provided some of the 
evidence for the NF’s optimism: the 
growth of opposition to the Party, 
on an unprecendented scale, 
confirmed their sense of 
importance. In particular, large and 
militant anti-fascist demonstrations 
in Lewisham and Birmingham, 
sLadywood (both in August 1977) 
. placed the Front and its opponents 
in the centre of the political stage. 

Election results in early 1978 seemed to 
confirm the continuing growth of NF 
support. On 25 February, the Party polled 
4.7 per cent at a by-election in Ilford 
South (their GLC performance in 1977 
had been 3.2 per cent). On 20 April, they 
polled 6.2 per cent in Lambeth Central 
(an increase of one per cent on the 
previous year) and on 27 April they 
increased their vote in Wycombe from an 
October 1974 figure of 3.5 per cent to 4.1 
per cent (on a lower poll) and gained 5.3 
per cent in their first attempt at the 
constituency of Epsom. 

This clutch of by-elections must have 
made the disappointment of May even 
more acute. Many of the local election 
results of 1978 were not directly 
comparable with the previous year, but 
in three important areas they were, and 
the decline in Sandwell (down from 9.6 
per cent to 7.8 per cent), Bradford (12.5 
per cent to 3.1 per cent) and 
Wolverhampton (10.6 per cent to 5.5 per 
cent) seem to have been reflected in less 
easily-calculated regions of the country. 
After two years of massive growth in 
support, the tide appeared to be turning 
against them. 
ee ee: 


The two factors 


which fed to this 
decline seem, on the surface, to be 
contradictory. On the one hand, the 
growth of the Anti-Racist Movement in 
general, and the Anti-Nazi League in 


particular (founded in wake of 
Lewisham) had amplified anti-NF 
propaganda to the point where anti- 
fascist arguments were getting across to 
‘the general public. On the other, 


television on 30 January 1978) appeared 
to commit the Conservatives to a much 
tougher anti-immigration stance, and 
thus siphoned-off support from the NF. 

In fact, the NF was caught in a pincer 
partly of its own making. Its whole 
strategy was based on a contradiction, 
between the need to attract mass 
support at the ballot box, and to keep its 
hardline cadres happy. To understand 
this fully, it is necessary to look at the 
effects of the ANL and the swamping 
statement on the three “circles” of 
people then significant to the National 
Front. 


Appeal to working class 


The first circle was the general 
electorate, and particularly the working- 
class electorate of the inner cities, which 


the NF relied on for the success of its 


electoral strategy. For this constituency, 


the NF sought to appear to be almost. 


exclusively the anti-black Party. 
Electoral leaflets made little if any 
reference to the NF’s policies on any 
topic apart from race (and certainly 
eschewed anything that hinted of anti- 
semitism, beyond the odd remark about 
bankers). For this constituency, it was 
essential to counter the Anti-Fascist 
movement's propaganda, and in 
particular, the association of the 
National Front with German Nazism. It 
was also essential to present the NF as 
the party with the hardest anti-black 


line, and, again in particular, as the only - 


party to address the problem” not just 
the immigration, but of blacks already 
settled in Britain. 

Both the ANL and the Thatcher 
statement undermined this 
constituency. The ANL got across to the 
mass public the Nazi pasts of the NF top 
leadership, and in the case of figures like 
John Tyndall and Martin Webster, had 
swastika-bedecked photographs to 
prove it. They also revived luridly anti- 
semitic and pro-nazi statements from 
the distant (and in some cases not so 
distant) past of the Front leaders. 
Meanwhile, the Thatcher statement 
moved the Conservative Party into the 
territory that had hitherto been the NF’s 
exclusive preserve: by talking about 
people feelilng “rather swamped” by an 
alien culture (as opposed to playing the 
traditional numbers game), Thatcher 
was acknowledging [albeit covertly) 
their claim that the “problem” was not 
just the numbers entering, but the effect 
of their presence on “indigenous” 
communities. Thus inner-city racists, 
scared (and perhaps offended) by the 
‘foreign’ nature of the NF were able to 
turn (or return) to the Conservatives, 
confident that the Thatcherite line was 
much harder than that of the previous 
leadership. 

The second group whose support was 
essential to the NF’s strategy was the 
outer circle of activists, 
attracted to the Party by its rallies and 


who were | 


THE DECLINE OF THE 
NATIONAL FRONT 


Margaret Thatcher’s notorious 
“swamping” statement (made on 


marches, by the drums, flags and 
banners that were becoming an 
increasing part of the 
paraphernalia. The most significant 
target group for this section was youth, 
and the setting up of the Young National 
Front in the summer of 1977 was crucial 
for this tactic, as was the subsequent 
publication of leaflets directed against 
schoolchildren (How to Spot a Red Teacher 
was the first). For this group, the 
Conservative Party held few attractions. 
On the other hand, the campaign of the 
Anti-Nazi League, particularly in 
collaboration with Rock Against Racism, 
to mobilise white youth for anti-racism 
provided an alternative focus for the 
disaffected young. The ANL’s campaign 
to wean white youth away from racism 
was symbolised by the Anti-Nazi 
Carnival of 30 April 1978 (happily but 
coincidentally, the anniversary of Hitler's 
suicide). The Carnival attracted at least 
30,000 people, the majority young, to 
march through London to an inventive 
combination of rock concert and 
political rally. Less dramatic activities, 
like a large conference of Anti-Racist 
teachers, added to the growing effort to 
isolate the Nazis from the sub-culture of 
white youth in the cities. 


Discontent of Activists 


The real problem the NF faced with its 
electoral strategy was not concerned 
with its young activists, however, but 
with its cadres, the seven-day-a-week, 
16-hour-a-day Party workers who were 
to be essential if the NF was to capitalise 
on its local and by-election success in a 
general election. For them, the 
“respectable facade” aspect of the 
electoral strategy became increasingly 
irksome: and_ their 
fuelled both by the Thatcher statement 
(which indicated that the NF should take 
a much harder anti-immigration line, to 
outflank the Tories), and by the growing 
opposition (which seemed to call for a 
much more militant response). 

The response of the NF leadership to 
the discontent of its hard-line cadres — 
many of whom had been active nazis in 
the early ‘60s — was a high risk one. It 
was to use the Party's smalier 
circulation, “theoretical” journals to 
promote a much more overtly anti- 
semitic and pro-nazi line, to confirm to 
the faithful that the true faith was still 
there, while at the same time denying the 
“nazi” charge in its more public 
propaganda. It is possible that such a 
trick could have been pulled off at 
another time. But with the full spotlight 
of publicity shining on the NF, with 
minute analysis of their journals and 
periodicals going on in places like 
Searchlight, CARF and ANL publications, 
the contradiction between public 
“respectability” and covert nazism could 
not be sustained. And the final straw 
was the growing involvement of NF 
members and supporters in racist 
violence and its mass-exposure on the 
press and on television. 





NF's 


impatience was _ 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 





@ DEPORTATIONS: SARAH JABAAR CAN 
STAY 


The Home Office has changed its mind over the 
deportation of Sarah Jabaar and her three sons 
to South Africa, and told her that they can stay. 

Ten thousand people in Cwmbran, Gwent, 
signed a petition supporting Mrs Jabaar’s 
campaign to stay in Britain. It was backed by her 
MP, Mr John Stradling Thomas, and 30 other 
MPs. 

Mrs Jabaar came to Britain five years ago to 
join her husband, who had a work permit. The 
family split up when he went to the USA. He 
later divorced Mrs Jabaar, and the Home Office 
ruled that she was no longer entitled to remain in 
Britain. 

After the decision, Mrs Jabaar said: ‘‘The 
news is wonderful. It would have been a 
devastating blow, especially for the boys, if we 
had had to return to South Africa’. (Guardian 
22.4.83.) 


@ BABA BAKHTAURA MUST GO 


Baba Bakhtaura Singh Uppal, a disabled Sikh 
from Tipton in the West Midlands, has lost his 
appeal against a deportation order. The defence 
committee say they are prepared to appeal to the 
High Court. 

The decision has angered members of the Sikh 
community, as Baba Bakhtaura sings and 
preaches at Sikh temples throughout the country, 
work by which he supports himself. 

The Home Office said that Baba Bakhtaura 
had no right to stay as he has no full time 
occupation, and has overstayed his permitted 
leave to stay in the UK. 

Baba Bakhtaura said that he was not a drain 
on the State, because he supported himself by his 
work in Sikh temples and that he needed to be 
looked after by his relatives here because he is 
crippled (he had polio when he was three). All his 
relatives are in this country, he said. 

When the appeal tribunal adjudicator 
announced his decision, Baba Bakhtaura and 25 
members of his defence committee walked out in 
protest. (Birmingham Evening Mail 23.4.83, 
26.4.83, 7.5.83). 


@ POLICE CHIEF BLAMES ‘‘CROWDS OF 
COLOUREDS” 


Following trouble at a fairground in Reading, 
Berkshire, the police were stoned by black 
youths. Police Inspector Tony Reay said: ‘‘This 
is what happens when coloureds congregate 
together’’. 

The police had been called to a fairground site 
in Kings Meadow, Reading, by the organisers, to 
patrol the grounds. On 4 May the police arrested 
two youths. They were then surrounded by 150 
black youths, according to the police, and 
subsequent police reinforcements were stoned. 
Several police suffered head injuries, and police 
vehicles were badly damaged. Two youths were 
arrested. Later, Police Inspector Reay said: ‘‘I 
am sure this was just a foretaste of what we are 
going to get this summer’’. (Evening Mail, 
Birmingham 5.5.83.) 


@ NF MOB ATTACKS LABOUR MEETING 


A mob of more than 30 NF members disrupted a 
meeting of Tunbridge Wells Labour Party 
addressed by Ken Livingstone in April. As the 
GLC leader was driven away from the meeting 
his car was attacked and battered by chanting NF 
members. 

The meeting was held in the Royal Victoria 
Hall in Southborough, and began with a 
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confrontation when NF members tried to fight 
their way past stewards and police to disrupt the 
proceedings. As Ken Livingstone left, smoke 
bombs were thrown and his car hit with placards. 
Labour Party supporters were abused and 
intimidated as they left the hall. 

Although police attended no arrests were 
made. (Kent & Sussex Courier 15.4.83.) 


@ NF SUPPORTER SENT RAZOR BLADES 
IN POST 


A National Front supporter was fined £200 by 
Horseferry magistrates in London at the end of 
April for sending a letter laced with razor blades 
to Chelsea Football Club chairman Ken Bates. 

The letter, from Paul Jones (17) of Streatham 
Vale, south London, said that ‘‘hundreds of 
loyal supporters’ were being lost by the club 
because the team contained too many black 
players. 

Jones admitted unlawfully mailing a letter 
containing four razor blades which were 
protruding from the sides of the envelope. He 
had signed the letter ‘‘Chelsea NF’’, and had 
smeared some of his own blood on it. (South 
London Press 4.5.83.) 


e@ SLOUGH NF STAY BEHIND 


The National Front have failed in their attempt 
to get the use of Manor Park Hall, Slough, for 
an NF social. They had applied to the High 
Court for an order compelling Slough Borough 
Council to honour the NF’s booking of the hall 
for a social after a St George’s day march and 
rally. 

Mr Justice Vinelott, in the High Court, 
pointed out that the contract for letting the hall 
provided for cancellation ‘‘in the event of 
disorder’’. He said: 

“I think I am bound to say that the clause 
must have been intended to apply, not only if 
disorder actually occurs during the function, but 
also that if there are reasonable grounds for 
believing that disorder is likely to occur’’. 

The NF also lost a later appeal to the Appeal 
Court. Earlier, the Home Secretary banned their 
St George’s day march under the Public Order 
Act. (Guardian 23.4.83.) 


@ POLICE INVESTIGATE NF 
HARASSMENT LEAFLET 


In Liverpool, a National Front leaflet which 
attacks Liverpool City Council’s policy to 
combat racial harassment of council tenants, has 
been referred to the Merseyside Chief Constable 
for investigation. 

Members of the three main parties have 
condemned the NF leaflet, and a meeting is being 
called to write a leaflet explaining the Council’s 
new policy to tenants. 

Labour councillor Derek Hatton described the 
NF leaflet as ‘‘racist filth’’, Liberal councillor 
Paul Downes described it as ‘‘grossly 
inaccurate’, while Tory councillor Mervin 
Kingston said he had personally referred the 
leaflet to the Chief Constable. (Liverpool Echo 
25.3.83.) 


@ FAVOURABLE WRITE-UP FOR BNP 
FASCIST 


A journalist on The Gazette, Basingstoke, has 
written a sympathetic article about a local British 
National Party fascist. 

The article, written by Gazette reporter John 
Harvey, is probably intended to be a piece of 
verité journalism — telling it as it is, and letting 
the fascist condemn himself out of his own 
mouth. In this case the technique transparently 
fails, and ends up by simply giving the BNP a 
platform for their views. 

The article, headed ‘‘Man behind an ‘abused 
and derided’ party’, is about local BNP activist 
Iain Wilson. Over one-third of the article is a 
statement of BNP views, written in their own 


words — “Iain rejects the nazi slur attached to 
BNP ...’’, and he wants ... ‘‘an end of 
financial aid to black dictatorships ...’’ lain 
described the ‘‘enemy”’ as ‘‘the left-wing Anti- 
Nazi League’’. Iain is a “‘dedicated right-wing 
activist’’. Boxed off in bold type are the words 
“The British National Party can put the country 
back on the rails’’. Iain, it is said, “‘took time off 
campaigning” to talk to the Gazette reporter. 
(The Gazette, Basingstoke 25.3.83.) 


@ YOUTHS WENT HUNTING FOR 
PAKISTANIS 


Three white youths who went armed into 
Sparkhill in Birmingham, looking for Pakistanis 
to fight, were fined a total of £1,600. 

Paul Tovey (19), John Harwood (22) and 
Anthony Adshead (19), all pleaded guilty to 
possessing offensive weapons and using 
threatening words and behaviour. 

In court, it was said that the three went with 
other youths in April last year to look for a 
group of Pakistanis who had been involved in an 
earlier incident with some of their friends. The 
group of white youths had decided to “‘sort them 
out and give them a good kicking”’. 

Adshead was wearing a crash helmet and 
carrying a three foot piece of wood, Harwood 
had a metal bar, and drove some of the youths 
there in his van, and Towey had a piece of wood. 
The youths said they armed themselves on a 
building site before going to Weather Oak Road, 
Sparkhill. 

Magistrates fined Adshead, a warehouseman, 
of Shirley Road, Hall Green, £600 with £33 
costs, Harwood, of Westfield Road, Edgbaston, 
£500 with £33 costs, and Towey, of Entwall 
Road, Hall Green, £500 with £33 costs. (Evening 
Mail 27.4.83.) 


@ RED CARPET FOR JACKBOOT 
GENERAL 


A top ranking General from the Chilean Junta 
has been welcomed by the British Government. 
The visit of Air Force Chief Fernando Matthei, 
which began on 11 March, was the first to this 
country by a leading General from the Chilean 
Junta. 

Walthamstow MP Eric Deakings has joined 
polytechnic students in condemning the visit. He 
wrote to Michael Heseltine, the Secretary of 
State, stating: 

“T fully share my constituents concern about 
our increasing links with a country which denies 
human rights and represses its own people’’. 
(Guardian & Gazette Newspapers, Walthamstow 
22.4.83.) 


e@ MYSTERY FIRE KILLS FIVE 


A fire which swept through a house in Hayes, 
Middlesex, was started by an explosion. Five 
young black children died in the fire. The Gas 
Board have conducted an investigation, and an 
official said that they were satisfied that gas was 
not the cause of the explosion. 

When the explosion occurred, Mrs_ Jill 
Olumide rushed outside to get help, but when she 
tried to return she was driven back by an intense 
sheet of flame. She stood outside, screaming 
‘Let me in — I want to die with my children”’. 

A fire brigade spokesman said: ‘‘It was a real 
inferno and the house was gutted within 15 
minutes’’. 

Firemen found the bodies of four of the 
children huddled in the bathroom — Xarista (9), 
Lucia (7), Naomi (5) and three year old Helena. 
two year old Shalom was in a nearby bedroom, 
but died of burns an hour later, after being 
rushed to hospital. 

Neighbours tried to break through the 
windows at the back of the house, but couldn’t 
get through the immovable double glazing. 

Mr Obuseye Olumide is chaplain of St 
Bernard’s Hospital, Southall. (Uxbridge News 
15.4.83.) 





ANTI-VIETNAMESE VIOLENCE ESCALATES 





ON SOUTH LONDON ESTATE 


Evidence is coming to light of 
increasing racial harassment of the 
Vietnamese community on the huge 
Pepys estate in South East London. 
The official word from the GLC, 
which owns the 1,200 dwelling estate, 
is that racial harassment is not a 
growing problem. The Commission for 
Racial Equality in Lewisham says it 
knows nothing of increasing racial 
harassment either. However a report 
presented last month to the Lewisham 
Borough Housing Committee says 
differently. As local Housing Officers, 
through specially organised training, 
become better able to distinguish racial 
harassment from routine vandalism 
more and more racial harassment 
comes to light. 


More incidents 


Harassment of Vietnamese on the Pepys 
estate has been a recognised problem for 
over a year. Since then steps made to 
counter it have helped to identify more 
incidents. The harassment includes 


windows being smashed and doors being 
kicked in in the middle of the night. The 
Vietnamese families are mostly unable to 
speak English and are often either unable to 
report harassment or are unaware of what 
procedures to invoke. The problem of 
identifying this type of harassment seems 
therefore to have fallen largely on the 
housing department. They say the problem 
is likely to get even worse as Vietnamese 
from other parts of the country gravitate 
towards the Lewisham area, in part at least, 
to seek the support of what is already the 
largest Vietnamese community in the 
country. 


Alien society 


Estimates differ but there are between 400 
and 600 Vietnamese living in the London 
borough of Lewisham. They mostly live in 
overcrowded conditions and, says the 
housing department report, ‘‘suffer from 
extremely high unemployment and a high 
level of racial harassment as well as the 
trauma of being outcasts in a totally alien 
society’’. 

Although at present responsibility for 
housing the refugees lies with the GLC, that 


is due to change in July when the GLC 
estates are handed over to the Borough 
Council. The refugees’ short-term needs are 
the responsibility of a different body — the 
British Refugees Council. The Home Office 
has announced cuts in the BRC grant and 
that means Lewisham Council will have to 
take over a wider area of responsibility for 
the refugees than it originally anticipated. 

The Lewisham area is already notorious 
for its racist attacks. The worst of these was 
the infamous fire in New Cross Road in 
1982 in which several black children died. 
One horrifying manifestation of the deeply 
disturbing racism which minority groups 
suffer here must surely be the letters sent to 
each bereaved parent expressing pleasure at 
the death of their children. 

The Vietnamese have to contend with one 
of the most strained of race relations 
problems. There is a division of opinion 
over what can or indeed is being done for 
them. The CRE and some sectors of the 
GLC and Lewisham Council are happy that 
the police have responded to the problem. 
The housing department report, on the 
other hand, says the police have yet to 
recognise that racial harassment is a 
“‘specific and serious crime’’. 
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CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London's anti 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 
monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 
discussed. 
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During 1979-81, a large number of 
resident domestic workers, mostly 
Filippino women employed in the 
health service and hotel and catering 
industry, were deported from the 
UK. These deportations followed a 
ruling in the High Court, known as 
the Clavera Case, whereby resident 
domestic workers who did not admit 
at the time of entry to the UK that 
they had children overseas were 
declared to be illegal immigrants. 
Nobody had asked these workers 
when they entered the UK whether 
they had children or not — 
nevertheless, the argument that they 
had gained entry to the UK through 
deception remained. 

Now, another vulnerable group of 
workers — this time overseas nurses at 
the transitional stage between student 
and staff nurse — are facing the threat 
of deportation. Although in Newham 
where the issue first came to light, the 
threat of deportation has been 
temporarily averted, according to the 


Save Newham Nurses Campaign this 


might not be the end of the matter: 





The recent French elections, fought in 
two rounds on 6 and 13 March, showed 
the potential for a right-wing backlash in 
France. In Paris the extreme right Front 
Nationale leader Le Pen gained six times 
more votes than in 1977, with 11 per cent 
in the first round and 8 per cent in the 
second. The socialist weekly, L’Unite 
sounded a warning about the emergence 
of popular racism in France if the 
government continued to prepare the 
way for the extreme right: the key 
components of the campaign had been 
law and order and racism. 


CITROEN 


At the outset of the campaign, leading 
Socialists Deferre (Minister of the 
Interior) and Mauroy (Prime Minister) 
linked the continuing disputes over 
victimisation of union officials in the 
motor industry (see Searchlight, 
December 1982) with “manipulations by 
Shi'ite Moslem fundamentalists”. 
Although many immigrant workers (who 
make up 72 per cent of the Citroen 
production workforce, in the main 
Aulnay factory) are Moslem, as the trade 
unions quickly pointed out they are not 
Shi‘ite but Sunni and Tajani Moslems 
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Nurses threatened with deportation 


“These attempted deportations seem to 
be taking place a few at a time, all over 
the UK”’, they say. 


Nurses in Newham told — 
go home 


Dear Miss ... 1 am the bearer of 
unhappy news — the Home Office no 
longer issues work permits for 
overseas applicants to State Nursing 
Posts. This means that in the event of 
your success in the State Final 
Examination this District cannot 
consider you for such a post. It 
would therefore be advisable for you 
to start making arrangements to 
travel home now, for should you be 
successful, you must then tender your 
resignation. 


This is an extract from a letter effectively 
giving notice of deportation. It was sent 
out in March by the Director of Nursing 
Education at Newham School of 
Nursing to a group of overseas nurses, — 
mostly from Malaysia, who were 
awaiting the results of their final 


_ examinations. Since then, there has been 
_ some confusion as to where the decision _ 
that the nurses be refused work permits _ 





Familiar themes in French elections 


coming from North and West Africa. The 
extraordinary allegations were not 
withdrawn, but repeated by the Minister 
for Immigration, Aurox, on 11 February. 
In addition, he failed to distribute a 
pamphlet he had earlier designed to help 
Socialist candidates answer attacks on 
immigrants, during the local elections, 
thus abandoning any riposte to the 
racists. 

On 2 February, a small group of Citroen 
workers from South East Asia, who had 
remained members of the 
managements’ union (CSL) after last 
year’s strike, clashed with striking 
workers, leading to media allegations of 
union/immigrant indiscipline. 

The Citroen dispute dragged on, and 
Socialists continued to make _ racist 
statements. After the first round of 
elections they seemed to lose their heads 
altogether and Autain even outbid the 
right in claiming responsibility for 
stringent immigration policy, linking this 
with an awareness for the need for 
stricter “law and order”. 


LAW AND ORDER ON THE RIVIERA 


In Marseille, Deferre campaigned 
strongly on this “law and order” theme, 








actually arises from. The Home Office 
maintains that they are not aware of any 
ban on overseas nurses and that work 
permits are being issued as usual. The 
District Nursing Officer for Newham, 
Mrs Mary Armstrong, has admitted that 
there is nothing in writing from the 
Home Office to verify such a ban. 
Following a campaign in Newham, 
nine nurses immediately at risk have 
been promised nursing posts with six- 
month contracts. Although they will 
have no jobs to go to when the period 
comes to an end, the nurses will in the 
meantime be able to apply for other 
jobs. However, this does not necessarily 
mean that either Newham District 
Health Authority — or indeed any 
health authority — or the Home Office 
will refrain in the future from refusing 
work permits to UK-trained overseas 
nurses. Whether a new wave of 
deportations similar to that of the 
resident domestic workers in 1980 has 
__ been averted or merely eer remains 


to be seen. 


Save Newham Nurses Campaign, a 
285 Romford Road, Forest Gate, 
London E7 9HJ. . 


attracting many right-wing votes 
because of his ability to “deliver the 
goods” (as Minister of the Interior). 
During the campaign in Marseille, 
Jewish and North African people 
became targets for racist attacks. On 17 
and 26 February two unexploded bombs 
were found outside Jewish premises and 
on 4 March, a third exploded, killing the 
people who had been carrying it in their 
car. On the day of the second round of 
elections, two North African children 
were badly hurt when one picked up a 
bomb. Another device, unexploded, was 
found nearby. 

Along the coast, in Nice, right-wing 
Mayor Jacques Medecin appealed to the 
fears of his many elderly constituents in 
a campaign on security. His 118-strong 
City Police (distinct from the national 
force) carry 357 Magnums and belong to 
the right-wing FO (Workers Power) trade 
union. Liberation (15.2.83) suggested that 
his police are closely bound up with 
Medecin’s own political machine and 
even his right-wing rivals criticise the 
quality of recruits. 


VIGILANTE GROUPS FORMING 


In other parts of France, vigilante groups 
have been forming. In the town of 





Roubaix (on the Belgian border), the 
local ‘Knights’ patrol in their cars and 
liaise with police. In Lille, an Association 
for Security was set up by a right-wing 
candidate, 


and in nearby Tourcoing 
STOP (Security, Tranquility and Public 
Order) mainly direct their initiatives 
against the 10 per cent of North Africans 
who live locally. Some individual cases 
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area round-up 


A monthly non-evaluative account 
of racist activity drawn from the 
IRR’s press cuttings of national and 
local newspapers. 





RACIAL VIOLENCE 





Restaurant smashed up 


A 23 year old man who set fire to his bill in an 
Indian restaurant then shouted abuse at the 
waiters before smashing up the restaurant was 
jailed for six months at Sutton Coldfield 
Magistrates Court. Paul Blackwell, on his arrest, 
told police he supported the NF but in court, 
denied being a member and said he could only 
put his behaviour down to the amount of drink 
he had consumed. (Dudley Evening Mail 
21.4.83.) 


Jailed for racial attacks 


Two men from Tadworth were jailed for their 
part in deliberate racial attacks on Asian-owned 
shops in Burgh Heath. A third was sent to 
Borstal and a fourth was remanded for two 
weeks. The court heard how the men had been 
drinking in a local pub and had gone ‘Paki- 
bashing’ at the suggestion of one of them. They 
attacked several shops and a post office and were 
chased by one of the shop-keepers and a 
neighbour. When the police attempted to arrest 
the men one constable was knocked unconscious 
and another was punched in the chest. Three of 
the defendants had previous convictions for 
similar offences. (Banstead Advertiser 21.4.83.) 


Tamworth 


Police are searching for two youths who 
viciously attacked Divinder Singh Bachu as he 
walked home. His right cheek was slashed with a 
sharp knife or razor and he was later treated at 
Tamworth General Hospital, where he needed 
eight stitches. It was the fourth time he had been 
assaulted in the past year. (Tamworth Herald 
22.4.83.) 


Rise in racist attacks — Report 


Racist attacks are on the increase in Tameside 
according to a disturbing report compiled by a 
Home Office-backed all-party study group. The 
borough is one of three areas highlighted in a 
nationwide survey by the Joint Committee 
Against Racism as being prone to racially 
motivated attacks on Asian families. (Ashton- 
under-Lyne Reporter 15.4.83.) 


have been tragic: last December, a 
young man was killed by a citizens’ 
patrol which found him siphoning petrol 
out of a car, and another vigilante hurt 
three people while shooting to “protect 
his car”. 


IMMIGRANTS’ RIGHT TO VOTE 


In this climate, the promises made in 





Street attacks put families in fear 


Asians in the Langworthy area of Salford are 
now afraid to let their children out after dark 
following a spate of racist attacks in the area. 
Incidents in the last few weeks include: a 13 year 
old boy beaten up on his way home from school, 
swastikas daubed on front doors and windows 
smashed. Several families are now talking of 
leaving the area and they claim that the youths 
who are responsible for the attacks think the 
police are too soft and therefore the attacks get 
bolder and bolder. Local police have now been 
forced to launch a drive to combat these attacks. 
(Salford City Reporter 15.4.83.) 


‘Cowardly attack’ on boy 


An 18 year old youth dressed in a Union Jack 
T-shirt was sent to Borstal for what was 
described as a cowardly attack on a 15 year old 
black boy. (Manchester Evening News 9.4.83.) 


Swastikas on study centre 


Swastikas and racist slogans were daubed in red 
over walls and doors and furniture and 
equipment smashed up at the Environment 
Studies Centre in Horton Kirby. The centre is 
used by the Inner London Education Authority 
and is used by 25 schools in the London area. 
(Dartford & Swanley Chronicle 14.4.83.) 


Graffiti youth in court 


A youth who painted racist and abusive slogans 
on the front door of a Hounslow flat has been 
put on probation for one year. He was also 
ordered to pay £50 compensation. (Middlesex 
Chronicle 15.4.83.) 


Two families under seige 


Wandsworth police have been prompted to keep 
a record of racist attacks on black people after a 
spate of attacks on Asian families. The Khan 
family (not their real name) moved into the area 
two years ago and have been regretting it ever 
since. Their windows have been smashed, the 
family car has been vandalised, racist graffiti has 
been daubed on the front door and eggs and 
tomatoes have been hurled. A gang of youths has 
twice set dogs onto Mrs Khan and the daughters 
have been beaten up by a gang of older girls. Mr 
Khan said the police told him he was wasting 
their time and he now says he has lost all faith in 
their interest or ability to help him. Another 
family plan to leave the country as soon as 
possible after a series of similar attacks and a 
similar lack of police interest in their plight. 
Wandsworth CRC believe many attacks go 
unreported and a straw poll carried out by them 
showed that one in ten of the borough’s Asian 
families had experienced racial abuse or attacks. 
(South London Press 6.4.83.) 


POLICE 





Black youth cleared of assault 


A jury took just five minutes to clear a black 
youth of assaulting police officers in the cells of 


May 1981 that immigrants should be able 
to vote seems remote. The journal 
Sansfrontiere organised a symbolic 
election for immigrants in Paris and 
debates with the main trade union 
federations (CGT, CFDT) and MRAP to 
remind the government of their 
forgotten pledges and the immigrants’ 
demands for civil rights. 


Brixton police station. Winston Rose claimed he 
had been left sobbing after the officers attacked 
him. Rose had been arrested trying to cash stolen 
travellers cheques and after being taken to a cell, 
he claimed he was set upon by Det. Sgt. Clive 
Farr and Det. Con. Keith Hunter while another 
held the door closed. Rose was subjected to 
heavy blows to his face, cheek and lip which left 
his face ‘‘swollen like a melon’’. Both officers 
strongly denied the allegation and claimed the 
injuries were sustained ‘‘after he went beserk and 
attacked us’’. At one point during the cross- 
examination, DS Farr said: ‘‘It is quite possible 
that my closed fist might have come into contact 
with his face’’. The Police Complaints Bureau 
are investigating the incident which occurred on 
25 June last year. (South London Press 19.4.83.) 


Pc cleared of making racist remark 


A Reading policeman was cleared of using 
threatening behaviour when it was alleged he 
called a 14 year old boy ‘‘a black nigger’’ and to 
have admitted he was a racist. The policeman 
was taken to court in a private prosecution by the 
boy’s mother after he was arrested for using 
obscene and abusive language. It was claimed in 
court that the family was ‘‘anti-police’’ because 
several of the children had been in trouble with 
the police before and that the boy had been 
tutored by his mother who was upset he had been 
arrested and wanted revenge. The boy had 
appeared in the juvenile court as a result of the 
incident and was given a conditional discharge. 
(Reading Evening Post 12.4.83.) 


‘Drop charges against pupils’ 


A public meeting of parents and teachers 
declared that charges of breach of the peace 
should be dropped against three black youths 
after a fight outside Brondesbury and Kilburn 
High School in March (see Searchlight 95). A 
press statement issued later said the police had 
over-reacted to the incident which could have 
been controlled by teachers. (Wembley & Brent 
Times 22.4.83.) 


Report condemns ‘lapses’ during raid 


A special report by the Police Complaints Board 
finalised last September but kept secret until the 
end of April this year, found there were ‘‘serious 
lapses’? from professional standards by a 
number of officers when police raided 11 houses 
in Brixton last July. Correspondence published 
with the report says: ‘‘It is not difficult to come 
to the conclusion that every senior officer in 
possession of a warrant (mainly under the drink 
licensing law) regarded it as a licence to enter the 
premises and, once having gained entry, to 
search for evidence of any crime. The board find 
it difficult to believe this can be attributed 
entirely to ignorance of the law’’. It also shows 
that the board found enough evidence to 
recommend disciplinary charges against two 
officers but did not do so because ‘‘in view of the 
wider implications of this operation, they should 
not be singled out’’. (Guardian 29.4.83.) 


. .. continued on back page 
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(Continued from page 19) 


Police liaison plans should be dropped 


Camden CRC have urged that plans for a police 
community liaison group should be dropped. 
Camden’s Labour group approved its version of 
‘post-Scarman’ consultative machinery after a 
compromise was reached with the Home Office 
over who would sit on the new group. The CRC 
says that such consultation would not make any 
sense when the police remain unaccountable to 
the people of Camden and that the group is likely 
to be used as a public relations exercise. 
(Hampstead & Highgate Express 15.4.83.) 


ACAS in racist police essays row 


The Advisory, Conciliation and Arbitration 
Service has entered the dispute over sacked police 
college lecturer John Fernandes (see Searchlight 
90-95). Brent Council leader Martin Coleman 
has said that ACAS have recognised this is a 
tripartite problem involving Brent Council, 
NATFHE and the police. As ‘“‘a gesture of 
goodwill” the council has offered that there 
should be a return to the ‘‘status quo’”’ while the 
whole matter is sorted out. (Willesden & Brent 
Chronicle 29.4.83.) 


Ultra-right Tory 
students show 
their true 
colours 


The NUS national conference held at 
the end of March at Warwick 
University saw the ultra-right wing of 
the Federation of Conservative 
Students stoop to the lowest depths of 
racism. 

When delegates arrived at conference the 
campus had been plastered with anti-NUS 
propaganda. 

During the second night stickers 
supporting the racist South African regime 
appeared. Later in the day ‘‘Hang Nelson 
Mandela’’ and anti-CND material 
appeared. Most stickers did not stay up for 
long and the Chairman of the FCS felt it 
necessary to publicly reprimand his 
followers. 

This was only the beginning. Two FCS 
supporters standing for posts on the 
steering committee and the European 
delegation later displayed the most 
provocative racist behaviour ever witnessed 
at conference. Warwick University student 
David Hoile was seen to be wearing a 
‘Hang Nelson Mandela’’ sticker on his tie. 
Anti-racist delegates in the conference 
demanded that he remove it and himself 
from the platform. Hoile remained 
unmoved and strutted up and down the 
platform, acknowledging the plaudits of his 
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Appeals turned down 


Appeals on behalf of two black youths jailed for 
their part in the riot which lead to the death of 
crippled Terry May were turned down by the 
Appeal Court. Earlier Mr Rudy Narayan, 
counsel for one of the youths, told the court his 
client was ‘‘driven to lead’’ young blacks on the 
Thornton Heath pub which served as a ‘‘military 
base”’ for attacks on them. His client was guilty 
of responding to racist attacks and was entitled 
to compassion. (Croydon Advertiser 29.4.83.) 


Broadwater Four 


A demonstration was staged outside Tottenham 
Magistrates Court following a leafletting 
campaign and a public meeting in support of 
four black youths who were arrested in 
November after incidents outside Tottenham 
police station. The youths, all from the 
Broadwater Farm area, were arrested when they 
went to inquire about a friend who had been 
detained by police. Other demands include an 
inquiry into policing in the area. Contact: 
Broadwater Farm Defence Campaign, Unit 1, 
Tangmere, Willan Road, London N17. 
(Haringey Independent 5.5.83.) 


Colin Roach’s cousin charged 


Davina Roach, aged 17, has been charged with 
assaulting a policeman, using insulting words 
and obstructing the highway during a 
demonstration supporting an inquiry into her 
cousin’s death. (Hackney Gazette 19.4.83.) 


supporters in the wings. 

Two students from Manchester suggested 
by a direct approach that he remove himself 
from the platform, and he eventually 
scuttled away surrounded by security staff. 

The NUS executive responded with 
criticism, not of the racists, but of those 
anti-racists who interrupted the proceedings 
to object to his behaviour. 

The following day David Saunders 
appeared on the platform sporting a ‘“Hang 
Nelson Mandela”’ sticker. This calculated 
insult was too much to stomach and black 
students lined up in front of the conference 
with their back to the platform. Saunders 
withdrew his candidature and conference 
made it quite clear it would not tolerate 
racist behaviour. 


Brother Herman’s appeal fails 


On 15 April the Lord Chief Justice, sitting with 
two other judges at the Appeal Court, decided 
that Brother Herman Edwards of the Harambee 
project had no grounds to appeal against 
conviction for theft and the furnishing of false 
information; but that his sentence, originally 
fixed at 12 months imprisonment, would be 
reduced to six months. 

Brother Herman had been charged with 
misappropriating £20,000 of Manpower Services 
Commission money. There was no suggestion in 
the Judge’s summing-up that he had kept the 
money for himself; the money allocated for a 
particular purpose had, according to the verdict, 
been used elsewhere in his project, which catered 
for homeless black youth in North London. 

Astunned Appeal Court listened to Lord Lane 
as he dismissed argument after argument from 
Brother Herman’s Defence Counsel, Louis Blom 
Cooper. Since there was no disagreement from 
Lord Lane that the defendant was of good 
character, was a man of integrity, devoted to 
improving the lot of those ‘‘less fortunate than 
himself’’, one could only be left with the view 
that his conviction rested solely on the spirited 
position he had taken in his first trial and his 
refusal to kow-tow to the powers that be. For 
Brother Herman has always maintained, ever 
since the disbursement of Urban Aid monies in 
the early 1970s, that such money be/ongs to black 
people and that black projects should be given an 
independence of action in order that black 
initiative and black self-help has a chance to 
survive. 
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